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PREFACE, 


Baron MUNCHAUSEN has | 


certainly been productive of much 


benefit to the literary world : The 
numbers of egregious travellers 
have been ſuch, that they de- 


manded a very Gulliver to ſurpaſs 


them. If Baron de Tott dauntleſsly 


diſcharged an enormous piece of 


artillery, the Baron Munchauſen 


has done more; he has taken it 


and ſwam with it acroſs the ſea, 
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( 4 ) 
When travellers are folicitous 


to be the heroes of their own 


tory, ſurely they muſt ſubmit to 


ſuperiority, and bluſh at feeing 
themſelves out-done by the re- 
nowned Munchauſen : I doubt 

whether any one hitherto, Panta- 


gruel, Gargantua, Captain Lem- 


muel, or de Tott, has been able . 


to out- do our Baron in this ſpecies 


of excellence: And as at preſent 


our curioſity ſeems much directed 


to the interior of Africa, it muſt 


be 


(#4 

be edifying to have the real rela« 
load of Munchauſen's adventures 
there beforeany farther intelligence 
arrives; for he ſeems to adapt 
himſelf and- his exploits to the 
ſpirit of the times, and dies 
what he thinks ſhould be moſt 
Intereſting to his auditors. 

I do not a that the Baron, in 
the bin ſtories, means a 
ſatire on any political matters what - 
ever. No; but if the reader under- 
ſtands them ſo, I cannot help it. 
&3 = 


(6) 
If the Baron meets with a parcel 
of negro ſhips carrying whites into 


ſavery to work upon their planta- 


tions in a cold climate, ſhould we 


therefore imagine that he intends 
2 reflection on the preſent traffie 
in human fleſh? And that, if the 


negroes ſhould do ſo, it would be 


fimple juſtice, as retahation is the 


hw of God! If we were to think 


this a reflection on any prefent 


Mould be tempted to imagine, 
perhaps, 


commercial or political matter, we 


8 
perhaps, ſome political ideas con- 
veyed in every page, in every fen« 
tence of the whole. Whether 


fuch things are, or are not, the 


intentions of the Baron, the reader 
muſt judge. 


We have had not only wonder- 


ful travellers in this vile world, 


but ſplenetic travellers, and of 


theſe not a few, and alſo con- 
ſpicuous enough. It is a pity, 
therefore, that the Baron has not 
endeavoured to ſurpaſs them alſo 


in this ſpecies of ſtory-telling. 
Who is it can read the travels of 
Smellfungus, as Sterne calls him, 
without admiration ? To think that 


a perſon from the North of Scot- 


land, ſhould travel through ſome 
of the fineſt countries in Europe, 8 
and find fault with every thing he 
meets—nothing to pleaſe him! 


And therefore, methinks, the Tour 


to the Hebrides is more excuſe- 
able; and alſo perhaps Mr. Twiſs's 
Tour in Ireland. Doctor Johnſon, 
bred 
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bred in the luxuriance of London, 


with more reaſon ſhould become 


croſs and ſplenetic in the bleak 


and dreary regions of the Hebrides. 


The Baron, in the following 


work, ſeems to be ſometimes 


philoſophical : His account of the 


language of the interior of Africa, 


and its analogy with that of the 


inhabitants of the Moon, ſhew 
him to be profoundly verſed in 
the etymological antiquities of 


Nations, and throw new light 


upon 


t 10 3 


upon the abſtruſe hiſtory of the 


antient Scythians, and the Collec- 
tanea. | 

His endeavour to aboliſh the 
cuſtom of eating live fleſh in the 
interior of Africa, as deſcribed in 
Bruce's Travels, is truly humane. 


But far be it from me to ſuppoſe, 


that by Gog and Magog, and the 


Lord Mayor's Show, he means a 
fatire upon any perſon, or body of 
perſons whatever : Or, by a te- 


dious litigated trial of blind 
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Judges and dumb matrons follow- 


ing a wild gooſe chaſe all round 
the world, he ſhould lance at 


any trial whatever. 


| Nevertheleſs, I muſt allow that 


it was extremely preſumptuous in 


Munchauſen to tell half the So- 


vereigns of the world that they 


were wrong, and adviſe them what 


they ought to do; and that inſtead 


of ordering millions of their ſub- 
jects to maſſacre one another, it 
would be more to their intereſt to 


_ employ 


( 12 ) 


employ their forces in concert for 


the general good ; as if he knew 


better than the Empreſs of Ruſlia, 
the Grand Vizir, Prince Potemkin, 


or any other butcher in the world, 


But that he ſhould be a royal Ari- 


ſtocrat, and take the part of the 


injured Queen of France in the 


preſent political drama, I am not 


at all ſurpriſed ; and I ſappoſe his 
mind was fired by reading the 
pamphlet written by Mr. Burke. 
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attacked by Gog and Magog,—Lord 
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Baron Munchauſen's Travels. 


CHAPTER I. 


The Baron inſiſis on the veracity of his 
former memoirs, —Forms a defign of 


= making diſcoveries in the interior 
50 parts of Africa. — His Diſceurſe with 
Hilaro Frofticos about it—His con- 
verſation with lady Fragrantia.— 


The Baron goes with other perſons of 
Aiſtinction to Court: relates an anec- 
dote of the marquis de Bellecourt. 1 


A that I have related before, 
faid the Baron, is goſpel; and 
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x there be any one ſo hardy as to 
Vol. II. C deny 
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deny it, I am ready to fight him with 


any weapon he pleaſes, Yes, cried 


RR 
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he, in a more elevated tone as he 
ſtarted from his ſeat, I will condemn 
him to ſwallow this decanter, glaſs 


and all perhaps, and filled with ker- 


ren-waſſer : * Therefore, my dear 
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friends and companions, have con- 
fidence in what 1 ſay, and pay honor 
to the tales of Munchauſen. A tra- 
veller has à right to n and em- 
belliſh his adventures as he pleaſes; 
and it is very unpolite to refuſe that 
deference and applauſe they deſerve. 
Having 


* A kind of ardent ſpirit diſtilled from 
cherries, and much uſed in ſome parts of Ger- 
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Having paſſed ſome time in Eng- 


4 


| 
x land fince the completion of my former 
2 memoirs, I at length began to revolve 
in my mind what a prodigious field of 
diſcovery muſt be in the interior part 

£ of Africa. I could not ſleep with 
the thoughts of it ; I therefore deter» 
mined to gain every proper aſſiſtance 
4 rom government, to penetrate the ce- 


lebrated ſource of the Nile, and aſ- 


ſiume the viceroyſhip of the interior 


kingdoms of Africa, or, at leaſt, the 
great realm of Monomotapa. It was 
happy for me that 1 had one moft 
powerful friend at court, whom I ſhall 

| call the illuſtrious Hilaro Froſticos. 
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You perchance know him not by that 
name; but we had a language among 
ourſelves, as well we may; for, in the 
courſe of my peregrinations I have ac- 
' quired preciſcly nine hundred and 
ninery-nine leaſh of languages, 
What! gentlemen, do you ſtare ?— 
Well, I allow there are not ſo many 
languages ſpoken in this vile world ; 
but then, have I not been in the 
moon? and truſt me, whenever I write 
a Treatiſe upon Education, I ſhall de- 
| lineate methods of inculcating whole 
dozens of languages at once, French, 
Spaniſh, Greek, Hebrew, Cherokee, 
&c, 
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&c. in ſuch a ſtile as will ſname all 


the pedagogues exiſting. 
Having paſſed a whole night with- 


out being able to ſleep for the vivid 


imagination of African diſcoveries, I 


haſtened to the levee of my illuſtrious 
friend Hilaro Froſticos; and having 


mentioned my intention with all the 


vigor of fancy, he gravely conſidered 


my words, and after ſome awful medi- 
tations, thus he ſpoke :—Olough, ma 
gengſat, iſtum fullanah, cum dera kargos 
belcaraſah, eſeum balgo bartigos trian- 
guliſimus However, added he, it 


bchoveth thee to conſider and ponder 


well upon the perils and the multitu- 


S3 dinous 


{wo J 


dinous dangers in the way of that 
wight who thus advanceth in all the 
perambulation of adventures : And 
verily, moſt valiant Sire and Baron, 


I hope thou wilt demean thyſelf with 


all that laudable gravity and precau- 


tion which, as is related in the three 


hundred and forty-ſeventh chapter of 
the Prophylactics, is of more conſi- 
deration than all the merit in this ter- 
raqueous globe. Yes, moſt truly do 
J adviſe thee unto thy good, and ſpeak 
unto thee, moſt valiant Munchauſen, 
with the greateſt eſteem, and wiſh thee 
to ſucceed in thy voyage; for it is 
faid, that in the interior realms of A- 


frica, 


TL ul 


frica, there are tribes that can ſee but 


juſt three inches and a halt beyond the 
extremity of their noſes; and verily 
thou ſhouldeſt moderate thyſelf, even 
ſure and ſlow: they ſtumble who walk 
faſt, But we ſhall bring you unto the 
lady Fragrantia, and have her opinion 
of the matter. He then took from his 
pocket a cap of dignity, ſuch as de- 
ſcribed in the moſt honorable and an- 
tique heraldry, and placing it upon my 
head, addreſſed me thus: As thou 
ſeemeſt again to revive the ſpirit of 
antient adventure, permit me to place 


upon thy head this favour, as a mark of 


the 


[ 32 ] 
the eſteem in which I hold thy va- 
lorous diſpoſition. 

The lady Fragrantia, my dear 
friends, was one of the moſt divine 
creatures in all Great Britain, and was 
deſperately in love with me. She was 
drawing my portrait upon a piece of 
white ſattin, when the moſt noble 
Hilaro F roſticos advanced. He point- 
ed to the cap of dignity, which he had 
placed upon my head. I do declare, 
Hilaro, ſaid the lovely Fragrantia, 
tis pretty, 'tis intereſting— I love you, 
and I like you, my dear Baron, faid 
ſhe, putting on another plume— this 
gives it an air more delicate, and 


more 
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more fantaſtical. I do thus, my dear 


Munchauſen, as your friend—yet you 
can reject or accept my preſent juſt as 


you pleaſe; but I like the fancy, tis 


a good one, and JI mean to improve 


it; and againſt whatever enemies you 
go, I ſhall have the ſweet ſatisfaction 
to remember you bear my favor on 
your head! 

I ſnatched it with trepidation, and 


gracefully dropping on my knees, I 


three times kiſſed it with all the rape 
ture of romantic love. I ſwear, cried 
I, by thy bright eyes, and by the 
lovely whiteneſs of thine arm, that no 
ſayage, tyrant, or enemy vpon the 


face 


[96] 


face of the earth ſhall deſpoil me of 


this favor, while one drop of the blood 
of the Munchauſens doth circulate in 
my veins! I will | bear it trium- 
phant through the realms of Africa, 


whither I now intend my courſe, and 


make it reſpected, even in the court 


of Preſter John. 


I admire your fpirit, replied ſhe, 


and ſhall uſe my utmoſt intereſt at 
court to have you diſpatched with 
every pomp, and as ſoon as poſſible : 
But here comes a moſt brilliant com- 
| pany indeed, lady Carolina Wilhelmina 

Amelia Skeggs, lord Spigot, and lady 


Faucet, and the counteſs of Belleair. 
After 


* + Þ 
WEI £5 ts 


( as] 


After the ceremonies of introduction 


to this company were over, we proe 


ceeded to conſult upon the buſineſs; 
and as the cauſe met with general ap- 
plauſe, it was immediately determined 


that I ſhould proceed without delay, 


as ſoon as I obtained the ſovereign 
approbation, I am convinced, ſaid 


lord Spigot, that if there be any 


thing really unknown and worthy of 
our moſt ardent curioſity, it muſt be 
in the immenſe regions of Africa; 
that country, which ſeems to be the 


oldeſt on the globe, and yet with the 


greater part of which we are almoſt 


utterly unacquainted ! What prodi- 


gious 
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gious wealth of gold and diamonds 
muſt rot lie concealed in thoſe torrid 
regions, when the very rivers on the 
coaſt pour forth continual ſpecimens of 
golden ſand ! Tis my opinion, there- 
fore, that the Baron deſerves the ap- 
plauſe of all Europe for his ſpirit, and 
merits the moſt powerful aſſiſtance of 
the ſovereign. 

So flattering an approbation, you 
may be ſure, was delightful to my 
heart; and with every confidence and 
joy I ſuffered them to take me to 
court that inſtant. After the uſual 
ceremonies of introduction, ſuffice it 
to ſay, that I met with every honor 
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and applauſe that my moſt ſanguine 
expectations could demand, I had 
always a taſte for the faſhionable je ne 
ſcai quci of the moſt elegant ſociety, 
and in the preſence. of all the ſove- 
reigns of Europe I ever found myſelf 
quite at home, and experienced from 
the whole court the moſt flattering 
eſteem and admiration. I remember, 
one particular day, the fate of the un- 


fortunate marquis de Bellecourt.— The 


counteſs of Raſſinda, who accompa- 


nied him, looked moſt divinely.— 


Tes, I am confident, ſaid the marquis 


de Bellecourt to me, that I have acted 
according to the ſtricteſt ſentiments of 
Vor. II. D juſtice, 


= 
Juſtice, and of loyalty to my ſovereign. 
— W hat ſtronger breaſt-plate than a 
heart untainted ? and though I did not 
receive a word nor a look, yet I can- 
not think — no, it were impoſſible 
to be miſrepreſented. Conſcious of 
my own integrity, I will try again—I 
will go boldly up. The marquis de 
Bellecourt ſaw the opportunity; he 
advanced three paces, put his hand 
upon his breaſt and bowed. Permit 
me, ſaid he, with the moſt pro- 
found reſpe&t, to ——— . His 


tongue faultered—he could ſcarce be- 


lieve his fight; for at that moment 


the whole company. were moving out 
ou of 
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of the room. He found himfelf al- 
moſt alone, deſerted by every one.— 
What! ſaid he, and did he turn upon 
his heel with the moſt marked con- 
tempt? Would he not ſpeak to me? 
Would he not even hear me utter a 
word in my defence ?—His heart died 
within him—not even a look, a ſmile 


from any one, My friends! Do 
they not know me ?—Do they. not fee 
me ?—Alas| they fear to catch the 


contagion of my ————— Then, 


faid he, adieu—'tis more than I can - 


bear—1 ſhall go to my country ſeat, 


and never, never will return, —Adiev, 


fond court, dies! — 


D 2 The 
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The venerable marquis de Belle- 
court ſtopped for a moment ere he 
entered his carriage. Thrice he look- 
ed back, and thrice he wiped the ſtart- 
ing tear from his eye,——Yes, ſaid 
he, for once at leaſt, Truth ſhall be 
found—in the bottom of 7 well.! 

Peace to thy ghoſt, * moſt noble 
marquis, — —a King of kings ſhall pity 
thee ;| and thouſands. who! are yet 
unborn, ſhall owe their happinefs to 
thee, and have cau'e to bleſs thee; 
thouſands, perhaps, chat ſhall never 
even know thy name but Munchau- 


ſen's ſelf ſhall celebrate thy glory)! 
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CHAPTER IT. 


Preparations for the Baron's expedition 
into Africa —Deſecription of his cba- 
riot; the beauties of its interior deco- 
rations; the animals that drew it; 

and the mechaniſm of the wheels, 


. 
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FNR thing being concluded, 
and having received my inſtruc= 
tions for the voyage, 1 was conducted 
by the illuſtrious Hilaro Froſticos, the: 
lady Fragrantia, and a prodigious 

D 3 eroud 
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croud of nobility, and placed fitting 
upon the ſummit of the whale's bones 
at the palace; and having remained 
in this ſituation for three days and 
three nights as a trial ordeal, and a 
ſpecimen of my perſeverance and re- 
ſolution, the third hour after midnight 
they. ſeated me in the chariot of queen 
Mab. It was of a prodigious dimen- 
fion, large enough to contain more 
ſtowage than the tun of Heidelbourgh, 
and globular Ii Iike'a hazle nut! In fact, 

it ſeemed to be really a hazle nut grown 


DSL J 
to a moſt extravagant Cilnenlidh, And 


clat a great worm of proportionable 
Ehormity had bored a hole i in the ſhell. 
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Through this - fame entrance I was 


uſhered, It was as large as a coach 
door, and I took my ſeat in the centre, 
a kind of chair ſelf- balanced without 
wuching any thing, like the fancied: 
tomb of Mahomet. The whole interior 
ſurface of the nutſhell appeared a lu- 
minous repreſentation. of all the ſtars 
of heaven, the fixed ſtars, the planets, 


and a comet. The ſtars were as large 


as \ thoſe worn by our firſt nobility; 


and the comet, exceſſively brilliant, 


ſeemed as if you had aſſembled all the: 


eyes of the beautiful girls ini the king- 


dom, and combined them- like à 
peacock's plumage into the form of 4 


13 7 * 


8 comet 
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comet—that is, a globe, and a beard- 


ed tail to it, diminiſhing gradually to 
a point. This beautiful conſtellation 
ſeemed very ſportive and delightful, 
It was much in the form of a tadpole; 
and without ceaſing, went full of play- 
ſul giddineſs up and a all over the 
keaven, on the concave ſurface of the 
nutſhell One time it would. be at 
that part of the heavens under may foet, 
and in the next minute would be over 
my head. It was never at reſt, but 
for ever going eaſt, weſt, north, op 
fouth; and paid no more reſpect to 
we different worlds than if they were 


many lanterns without reffectors. 
Some 
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Some of them he would daſh againſt 


and puſh out of their places; others 


he would burn up and conſume to 


aſhes; and others again he would ſplit 
into fritters, and their fragments would 
inſtantly take a globular form like 
ſpilled quickſilver, and become ſatel- 
lites to whatever other worlds they 
ſhould happen to meet with in their 


career. In ſhort, the whole ſeemed 


an epitome of the creation, paſt, pre- 


ſent, and future, — and all that paſſes 


among the ſtars during one thouſand 


years, was here generally performed in 
as many ſeconds. hs 

I ſurveyed all the beauties of the 
chariot with wonder and delight, 


N CTertainly, 


EF 


Certainly, cried I, this 1s heaven in 


miniature ! In ſhort, I took the reins 
in my hand. But before 1 proceed 
on my adventures I ſhall mention the 

reſt of my attendant furniture, This 
chariot was drawn by a team of nine 
bulls harneſſed to it, three after three. 


In the firſt rank was a moſt tremendous 


bull, named John Mowmowlky ; the 
reſt were called Jacks in general, but 


not dignified by any particular deno- 
mination, They were all mod for 
the journey, not indeed like horſes, 
with iron, or as bullocks commonly 
are to drag on a cart; but were ſhod 
with mens ſkulls, Each of their feet 


was hoof, and all crammed into 2 


man's 


[ 47 ] 
man's head, cut off for the purpoſe, 
and faſtened therein with a kind of 
cement or paſte, ſo that the ſkull 


ſcemed to be a part of the foot and 


hoof of the animal. With theſe ſkull 
ſhoes the creatures could perform aſto- 
niſhing journeys, and ſlide upon the 
water, Or upon the ocean, with great 


velocity. The harneſſes were faſtened 


wich golden buckles, and decked with 


ſtuds in a fuperb' ſtile; and the cres- 
tures were ridden by nine poſtillions, 
crickets of a great ſize, as large as 
monkies, who ſat ſquat upon the 
heads of the bulls, and were conti- 


nually chirping at a moſt infernal rate; 


loud in proportion to their bodies. 


The 


kA 
The wheels of the chariot conſiſted 
of upwards of ten thouſand ſprings, 
formed ſo as to give the greater impe, 
tuoſity to the vehicle, and were more 


complex than a dozen clocks like that 


of Straſburgh. The external of the 


chariot was adorned with banners, and 


a ſuperb fteſtoon. of the laurel that for- 
merly ſhaded me on horſeback, ; And 


now, having given you a very conciſe 


deſcription of my machine, for tra- 
velling into Africa, which you muſt 
allow to be far fuperior to the appara- 
tus of Monſieur Valliant, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to relate the exploits of my 


voyage. 
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CHAPTER III. 


The Baron proceeds on his voyage, = 
Convoys a ſquadron to Gibraltar. 

| Declines the acceptance of the iſland 
of Candia.— His chariot damaged by 
Pompey's pillar and Cleopatra's needle, 
— The Baron out-does Alexander,— 
Breaks his chariot, and ſplits a great 
rock at the Cape of Good Hope. 


AKING the reins in my hand, 
while the muſic gave a general 
ſalute, I crack'd my whip — away 


VoI. II. E 8 they 


E 

they went and in three hours I found 
myſelf juſt between the Ine of Wight 
and the main land of England, Here 
I remained four days, until I had 
received part of my accompeniment, 
which I was ordered to take under my 
convoy.—'Twas a ſquadron of men of 
war that had been a long time pre- 
paring for the Baltic, but which were 

now deſtined for the Mediterranean, 
By the aſſiſtance of large hooks and 
eyes, exactly ſuch as are worn in our 
| hats, but of a greater ſize, ſome hun- 
dred weight each, the men of war 
hooked themſelves on to the wheels of 


the vehicle; and in fact nothing could 
be 
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be more ſimple or convenient; becauſe 
they could be hooked or unhooked in 
an initant with the utmoſt facility, 
in ſhort, having given a general diſ- 
charge of their artillery, and three 
cheers, I cracked my whip; away 
we went, helter ſkelter, and in fis 
jifies I found myſelf and all my re- 
tinue ſafe and in good ſpirits, juſt at 
the rock of Gibraltar. Here I un- 
hooked my ſquadron, and having 


taken an affectionate leave of the of- 


ficers, I ſuffered them to proceed in 


g 
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by 


their ordinary manner to the place of 


their deſtination. The whole garriſon 
were highly delighted with the no- 
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velty of my vehicle; and at the preſſ- 
ing ſolicitations of the governor and 


officers, I went aſhore, and teok a 


view of that barren old rock, about 


which more powder has been fired 
away than would purchaſe twice as 
much fertile ground in any part of the 


world! Mounting my chariot, I took 


the reins, and again made forward, in 


mad career, down the Mediterranean 
to the iſle of Candia. Here I re- 
ceived diſpatches from the Sublime 
Porte, intreating me to aſſiſt in the 
war againſt Ruſſia, with a reward of 
the whole iſland of Candia for my al- 
liance, At firft I heſitated, thinking 

that 
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that the iſland of Candia would be a 
molt valuable acquiſition to the ſove- 
reign who at that time employed me, 
and that the moſt delicious wines, ſu- 
gar, &c. in abundance would flouriſh 
on the iſland; yet, when I conſidered 
the trade of the Eaſt-India Company, 
which would moſt probably ſuffer by 
the intercourſe with Perſia through 
the Mediterranean, I at once rejected 
the propoſal, and had afterwards the 
thanks of the honorable the Houſe of 
Commons for my propriety and politi- 
cal diſcernment, 


Having been properly refreſhed at 


Candia, I again proceeded, and in a 
E 3 ſhort 
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ſhort time arrived in the land of 


Egypt. The land of this country, at 
leaſt that part of it near the ſea, is 
very low, ſo that I came upon it ere I 


was aware; and the pillar of Pompey 


got entangled in the various wheels of 


the machine, and damaged the whole 
conſiderably. Still I drove on through 
thick and thin, till paſſing over that 
great obeliſk, the Needle of Cleopa- 


and jolted at a miſerable rate over the 
mud and ſwampy ground of all that 


country; yet my poor bulls trotted 


on with aſtoniſhing labor acroſs the 


Iſthmus of Suez, into the Red Sea, 


and 


aÞ txa, the work got entangled again, 
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«ad left a track, an obſcure channel, 
which has ſince been taken by de Tott 
for the remains of a canal cut by ſome © 
of the Ptolemies from the Red Sea 


to the Mediterranean: But, as you 


9 


perceive, was in reality no more than 


the track of my chariot, the car of 
Queen Mab. 

As the artiſts at preſent in that 
country are nothing wonderful, though 
the antient Egyptians, 'tis ſaid, were 
moſt aſtoniſhing fellows, I could not 
procure any new coach-ſprings, or 
have a poſſibility of ſetting my ma- 
chine to rights in the kingdom of 
Egypt; and as I could not preſume to 

attempt 
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attempt another journey over-land, 


and the great mountains of marble 


beyond the ſource of the Nile, I 
thought it moſt eligible to make the 
beſt way I could, by ſea, to the Cape 
of Good Hope, where I ſuppoſed I 
ſhould get ſome Dutch ſmiths and 
carpenters, or perhaps ſome Engliſh 
artiſts; and my vehicle being properly 
repaired, it was my intention thence 
to proceed, over-land, through the 
heart of Africa, The ſurface of the 
water I well knew, afforded leſs reſiſt- 


ance to the wheels of the machine, it 


paſſed along the waves like the chariot 
of Neptune; and in ſhort, having 
gotten 
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gotten upon the Red Sea, we ſcudded 
away to admiration, through the paſs 
of Babelmandel to the great Weſtern 
coaſt of Africa, where Alexander had 
not the courage to venture. 

And really, my friends, if Adi 
der had ventured toward the Cape of 
Good Hope, he moſt probably would 
have never returned. It is difficult to 
determine whether chere were then any 
inhabitants in the more ſouthern parts 
of Africa or not: Yet, at any rate, 
this conqueror of the world would 
have made but a nonſenſical adven- 
ture; his miſerable ſhips, not con- 
trived for a long voyage, would have 
become leaky, and foundered, before 

he 


11 
he could have doubled the Cape, 
and left his Majeſty fairly beyond the 


limits of the then known world. Yet it 


would have been an auguſt exit for an 
Alexander, after having ſubdued Perſia 
and India, to go wandering, the Lord 
Knows where, to Jupiter Ammon, 
perhaps; or on a voyage to the moon, 
as an Indian chief once ſaid to Capt. 
Cooke. 


But, for my part, I was far more 


ſucceſsful than Alexander —I drove 
on with che moſt amazing rapidity; 
and thinking to halt on ſhore at the 
Cape, I unfortunately drove too cloſe, 


and ſhattered the right ſide wheels of 


my vehicle againſt the rock, now 
called 
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called the Table - Mountain. The 


machine went againſt it with ſuch im- 
netofity, as completely ſhivered the 
rock in 2 horizontal direction; ſo that 


the ſummit of the mountain, in the 


form of a ſemiſphere, was knocked 


into the ſea; and the ſteep mountain 
becoming thereby flatted at the top, 
has ſince received the name of the 
Table-Mountain, from its ſimilarity to 
that piece of furniture, 
Juſt as this part of the mountain was 
knocked off, the ghoſt of the Cape, 


that tremendous ſpright, which cuts 


ſuch a figure in the Luſiad, was diſco- 


vered ſitting ſquat, in an excavation 


kormed for him in the centre of the 


mountain. 
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mountain. He ſeemed juſt like a 


young bee in his little cell before he 


comes forth; or like a bean in a bean- 
pod: And when the upper part of the 
mountain was ſplit acroſs and knocked 
off, the ſuperior half of his perſon 


was diſcovered. He appeared of a 


bottle-blue color, and ſtarted, dazzled 


with the unexpected glare of the light: 
Hearing the dreadful rattle of the 
wheels, and the loud chirping of the 
crickets, he was thunder-ſtruck ! and 
inſtantly giving a ſhriek, ſunk down 
ten thouſand fachoun into the earth; 


while the mountain, vomiting out 


| ſome ſmoke, ſilently cloſed up after 


him, and left not a trace behind! 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER: Iv. 


The Baron ſecures his chariot, Sc. at 
the Cape, and takes his paſſage for 
England in an hemeward- bound In- 
diaman.— M recłed upon an Iſland of 
ice near the coaſt of Guinea. —F/capes 

from the wreck, and rears a variety 
of vegetables upon the iſland, — Meets 

ſome veſſels belonging to the negroes 
bringing white flaves from Europe, in 
retaliation, to work upon their plan- 
tations in a cold climate near the South 

Pole. — Arrives in England, and lays 
an account of his expedition before the 
Privy Council, Great preparations 

F for 


L wg 
for a new expedition: — The Sphinx, 
Gog and Magog, and a great com- 
pany attend him.—The ideas of Hi- 
laro E roſticos reſpeFing the interior 
parts of Africa. 


Perceived with grief and conſter- 


nation the miſcarriage of all my 


known but in adverſity. With per- 
miſſion of the Dutch governor, the 
chariot was properly laid up in a great 
ſtorehouſe, erected at the water's edge, 
and the bulls received every refreſh- 


ment 


apparatus; yet I was not abſolute- 


ly dejected: A great mind is never 
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ment poſſible after ſo terrible a voyage. 
Well, you may be ſure, they deſerved 
it; and therefore every attendance 
was engaged for them, until I ſhould 
return. 

As it was not poſſible to do any 


thing more, I took my paſſage in a 


homeward-bound Indiaman, to return 
to London and lay the matter before 
the privy council. 


We met with nothing particular 
until we arrived upon the coaſt of 
Guinea, where, to our utter aſtoniſn- 


ment, we perceived a great hill, ſeem- 


ingly of glaſs, advancing againſt us 


in the open ſea: The rays of the ſun 


F 2 were 
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were reflected from it with ſuch fplen- 
dor, that it was extremely difficult to 
gaze at the phenomenon. I immedi- 
ately knew it to be an iſland of ice, 
and though in ſo very warm a latitude, 
determined to make all poſſible fail 
from ſuch horrible danger. We did fo, 
bur all in vain, for about eleven 
o'clock at night, blowing a very hard 
gale, and exceedingly dark, we ſtruck 
upon the iſland. Nothing could equal 
the diſtraction, the ſhrieks, and deſ- 
pair of the hole crew, until I, 
knowing there was not a moment to 
loſe, cheered up their ſpirits, and 
bade them not deſpond, but do as I 

2 ſhould 


ET 
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ſhould requeſt them. In a few minutes 


the veſſel was half full of water; and 
the enormous caſtle of ice that ſeemed 
to hem us in on every ſide, in ſome 
places falling in hideous fragments 
upon the deck, killed the one half of 
the crew; upon which, getting upon 

the ſummit of the maſt, J contrived to 


make it faſt to a great promontory 


of the ice, and calling to the re- 


mainder of the crew to follow me, we 


all eſcaped from the wreck, and got 


upon the ſummit of the iſland. 


The riſing ſun ſoon gave us a 


dreadful proſpect of our ſituation, and 


the loſs, or rather icefication of the 


F 3 oy: veſſel ; 


[ 6 1 
veſſel ; for being cloſed in on every 
fide with caſtles of ice during the 
night, ſhe was abſolutely frozen over 
and buried, in ſuch a manner, that 
we could behold her under our feet, 
even in the central ſolidity of the 
iſland. Having debated what was beſt 
to · be done, we immediately cut down 
through the ice, and got up ſome of 
the cables of the veſſel, and the boats, 
which making faſt to the iſland, we 
towed it with all our might, deter- 
mined to bring home iſland and all, or 
periſh in the attempt. On the ſummit 
of the iſland we placed what oakum 
and dregs of every kind of matter we 


could 
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could get from the veſſel; which, in 
the ſpace of a very few hours, on ac- 
count of the liquifying of the ice, and 
the warmth of the ſun, were trans- 
formed into a very fine manure; and 
as I had ſome ſeeds of exotic vege⸗ 
tables in my pocket, we very ſhortly 
had a ſufficiency of fruits and roots 
growing upon the iſland to ſupply the 
whole crew; —eſpecially the bread- 
fruit tree, a few plants of which had 
been in the veſſel; and another tree, 
which bore plumb-puddings ſo very 
hot, and with ſuch exquiſite propor- 
tion of ſugar, fruit, &c. that we all 
acknowledged it was not poſſible to 


taſte 
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taſte any thing of the kind more de- 
licious in England: In ſhort, though 
the ſcurvy had made dreadful progreſs 
among the crew before our ſtriking 
upon the ice, the ſupply of vegetables, 
and eſpecially the bread fruit, and 


pudding fruit, put an almoſt imme- 


diate ſtop to the diſtemper, 


We had not proceeded thus many 
weeks, advancing with incredible fatigue 
by continual towing, when we fell in 
with a fleet of Negromen, as they called 


them. Theſe wretches, I muſt inform 


you, my dear friends, had found means 


to make prizes of thoſe veſſels from ſome 


Europeans upon the coaſt of Guinea; 


and 
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and taſting the ſweets of our luxury, 


had formed colonies in ſeveral new diſ- 


covered iſlands, near the ſouth pole, 


where they had a variety of plantations 
of ſuch matters as would only grow 
in the coldeſt climates. As the black 
inhabitants of Guinea were unſuited to 


the climate, and exceſſive cold of the 


country, they formed the diabolical 


project of getting Chriſtian ſlaves to 
work for them. For this purpoſe, they 
ſent veſſels every year to the coaſt of 
Scotland, the northern parts of Ire- 
land and Wales, and were even ſome- 


times ſeen off the coaſt of Cornwall. 


And having purchaſed, or entrapped, 1 


by 
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by fraud or violence, a great number of 
men, women, and children, they pro- 
ceeded with their cargoes of human fleſh 
to the other end of the world, and fold 
them to their planters; where they were 
flogged into obedience, and made to 
work like horſes all the reſt of their lives. 


My blood ran cold at the idea, while 


every one on the iſland alſo expreſſed 
his horror that fuch an iniquitous traf- 
fic ſhould be ſuffered to exiſt, Bur, 
except by open violence, it was found 
impoſſible to deſtroy the trade, on ac- 


count of a barbarous prejudice, en- 


* tertained of late by the negroes, that 
the white people have no ſouls l— 


6. *- | However, 


T5 
However, we were determined to at- 
tack them, and ſteering down our 
iſland upon them, ſoon overwhelmed 
them; we ſaved as many of the 
white people as poſſible, but puſhed 
all the blacks into the water again. 
—The poor creatures we faved 
from flavery were ſo overjoyed, that 
they wept aloud through gratitude : 
and we experienced every delightful 
ſenſation, to think what happineſs we 
ſhould ſhower upon their parents, 
their brothers, and ſiſters, and chil- 
dren, by bringing them home ſafe, 
redeemed from ſlayery, to the boſom 
of their native country. 


Having 


LL 2 
Having happily arrived in England, 


I immediately laid a ſtatement of my 


voyage, &c. before the Privy Coun- 


cil; and intreated an immediate aſ- 


ſiſtance to travel into Africa, and, if 


poſſible, refit my former machine, 
and take it along with the reſt. 
Every thing was inſtantly granted 
to my ſatis faction, and I received or- 
ders to get myſelf ready for departure 
as ſoon as poſiible. 

As the Emperor of China had ſent 
a moſt curious animal as a preſent to 
Europe, which was kept in the Tower ; 
and it being of an enormous ſtature, 
and capable of performing the voyage 


with 
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with eclat, ſhe was ordered to attend 
me. She was called Sphinx, and was 
one of the moſt tremendous though 
magnificent figures I ever beheld, 
She was harneſſed with ſuperb trap- 


pings to a large flat botromed boat, 


in which was placed an edifice of 


wood, exactly reſembling Weſtminſter- 


hall, Two balloons were placed over 


it, tackled by a number of ropes to 
the boat, to keep up a proper equi- 


librium, and prevent it from over- 


turning, or filling, from the prodi- 


gious weight of the fabric. 


The interior of the edifice was de- 


corated with ſeats, in the form of an 


. amphi- 


= 
amphitheatre, and crammed as full as 
it could hold with ladies and lords, as 
a council and retinue for your humble 
ſervant. Nearly in the centre was a 
ſeat elegantly decorated for myſelf, 
and on either fide of me was placed 
the famous Gog and Magog in all 


their pomp. 


The lord Viſcount Goſamer being 


our poſtillion, we floated gallantly 
down the river, the noble Sphinx 
gamboling like the huge Leviathan, 
and towing after her the boat and 
balloons. | 


Thus we advanced, failing gently, 


into the open ſea; being calm wea- 
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ther we could ſcarce feel the motion 


of the vehicle, and paſſed our time 


in grand debate upon the glorious in- 
tention of our voyage, and the diſco- 


veries that would reſult. 


I am of opinion, ſaid my noble 


friend, Hilaro Froſticos, that Africa 


was originally inhabited for the greater 
part, or, I may ſay, ſubjugated by 
lions; which, next to man, ſeem to be 


the moſt dreaded of all mortal tyrants, 


The country in general, at leaſt what 


we have been hitherto able to diſco- 
ver, ſeems rather inimical to human 


life; the intolerable dryneſs of the 


place, the burning ſands that over- 


G 2 _— 
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' whelm whole armies and cities in 


general ruin, and the hideous life ma- 


ny roving hordes are compelled to 
lead, incline me to think, that if ever 
we form any great ſettlements there- 
In, it will become the grave of our 


countrymen, Yet it is nearer to us 


than the Eaſt Indies; and I cannot | 


but imagine, that in many places, 


every production of China, and of the 


Eaſt and Welt Indies, would flouriſh, 


if properly attended to. And as the 


country is ſo prodigiouſly extenfive 
and unknown, what a ſource of diſ- 


covery muſt not it contain !—In fact, 


we know leſs about the interior of 


Africa 
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Africa than we do of the moon; for, 


in this latter, we meaſure the very pro= 


minences, and obſerve the varieties 


and inequalities of the ſurface through 


our glaſſes, 


Foreſts and mountains on her ſpotted orb. 
But we ſee nothing in the interior of 
Africa, but what ſome compilers of 


maps or geographies are fanciful 


enough to imagine. What a happy 


event, therefore, ſhould we not expect 


from a voyage of diſcovery and co- 


| lonization, undertaken in ſo magni- 
ficent a ftile as the preſent—what a 


pride—what an acquiſition to philo- 


ſophy! 
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CHAT ISS Vo 


Count Goſamer thrown by Sphinx into 
the ſnow on the top of Tenerife, — 
Gog and Magig conduft Sphinx for 
the reſt of the voyage. — be Baron ar- 
rives at the Cape, and unites his for- 
mer chariot, Sc. to his new Yetinue.=s 
Paſſes into Africa, proceedin g from the 
Cape northward. —Defeats a hoſt of 
lions by a curious frratagem,—Tra- 
vels through an immenſe deſert.— 
His whole company, chariot, &c, over- 
whelmed by a whirlwind of ſand. — 
 Extricates them, and arrives in a 
fertile country, 


THE 


HE. brave Count Goſamer, with 


a pair of hell-fire ſpurs on, rid- 
ing upon Sphinx, directed the whole 
retinue toward the Madeiras. But 
the count had no ſmall ſhare of an 
amiable vanity ; and perceiving great 
multitudes of people, gafcons, &c. 
aſſembled upon the French coaſt, he 
could not refrain from ſhewing ſome 
_ ſingular capers, ſuch as they had never 
ſeen before: But eſpecially when he 
obſerved all the members of the Na- 
tonal Aſſembly extend themſelves along 

the 
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the ſhore, as a piece of F rench polite- 


neſs, to honor this expedition, with 


Rouſleau, Voltaire, and Belzebub at 


their head; he ſet ſpurs to Sphinx, and, 
at the ſame time, cut and cracked away 
as hard as he could, holding in the reins 
with all his might, ſtriving to make 
the creature plunge and ſhew ſome 
adcommon diverſion. But ſulky and 
tl-tempered was Sphinx at the time 
ſhe plunged indeed—ſuch a devil of a 
plunge! that ſhe daſhed him 1n one jerk 
over her head, and he fell precipitately 
into the water before her. It was in 


the Bay of Biſcay, all the world knows, 


a very. boiſterous ſea; and Sphinx, 


fearing 


[ 31 1 
fearing he would be drowned, never 
turned to the left or to the right out 
of her way, but advancing furious, 
Juſt ſtooped her head a little, and ſup- 
ped the poor Count off the water into 
her mouth, together with the quantity 
of two or three tuns of water, which 
ſhe muſt have taken in along with 
him, but which were to ſuch an enor- 
mous creature as Sphinx nothing more 
than a ſpoonful would be to any of 
you, or me. She ſwallowed him, but 
when ſhe had got him in her ſtomach, 
his long ſpurs ſo ſcratched and tickled 
her, that they produced the effect of 


an emetic. No ſooner was he in, but 
out 


Wa. 
out he was ſquirted with the moſt hor 
rible impetuoſity, like a ball or a ſhell 
from the caliber of a mortar. Sphinx 
was at this time quite ſea-ſick ; and 


the unfortunate count was driven forth 


like a ſky-rocket, and landed upon the 


peak of Teneriffe, plunged over head 


and ears into the ſnow—regquie/cat in 


pace! 


I perceived all this miſchief from 


my ſeat in the ark, but was in ſuch a 
convulſion of laughter, that J could 
not utter an intelligible word. And 
now, Sphinx, deprived of her poſtillion, 
went on in a zigzag direction, and 


gamboled away after a moſt dreadful 


Manner. 
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manner. And thus had every thing 
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gone to wreck had I not given inſtant 
orders to Gog and Magog to ſally 
forth. They plunged into the water, 
and ſwimming on each ſide, got at 


length right before the animal and 


then ſeized the reins. Thus they 
continued ſwimming on each ſide 
like tritons, holding the muzzle of 
Sphinx; while I, ſallying forti aſtride 
upon the creature's back, ſteered for- 
ward on our voyage to the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Arriving at the Cape I immediately 


gave orders to repair my former cha- 
riot and machines, which were very 


expe- 


| ; 
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I hd 
expeditiouſly performed by the excel- 
lent artiſts I had brought with me from 


Europe. And now every thing being 


refitted, we launched forth upon the 


water: Perhaps there never was any 
thing ſeen more glorious or more au- 


guſt, *Twas magnificent to behold 


Sphinx make her obeiſance on the 


water, and the crickets chirp upon the 
bulls in return of the ſalute; while 
Gog and Magog advancing, took the 


reins of the great John Mowmowlky, 


and leading towards us, chariot and all, 


inſtantly diſpoſed of them to the fore 


part of the ark by hooks and eyes, 
and tackled Sphinx before all the bulls, 


Thus 
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Thus the whole had a moſt tremen- 
dous and triumphal appearance, In 


front floated forward the mighty Sphinx 


with Gog and Magog on each ſide; 


next followed in order the bulls 


with crickets upon their heads; and 


then advanced the chariot of Queen 


Mab, containing the curious ſeat and 
orrery of Heaven; after which ap- 
peared the boat and ark of council, 
over-topped with two balloons, which 
gave an air of greater lightneſs and 


elegance to the whole. I placed in the 


| galleries under the balloons, and on 


the backs of the bulls, a number of 
excellent vocal performers, with mar- 
H tial 
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tial muſic of clarinets and trumpets, 


They ſung the Watery Dangers, and 
the Pomp of deep Cerulian !—The 


ſun ſhone glorious on the water, while 


the proceſſion advanced toward the 


land, under five hundred arches of 


ice, illuminated with colored lights, 


and adorned in the moſt groteſque and 
fanciful ſtile with ſea weed, elegant 


feſtoons, and ſhells of every kind; 


while a thouſand water-ſpouts danced - 


eternally before and after us, attract- 


ing the water from the ſea in a kind of 


cone, and ſuddenly uniting with the 


moſt fantaſtical thunder and lightning. 


Having 
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Having landed our whole retinue, 


we immediately began to proceed to- 


ward the heart of Africa; but firſt 
thought it expedient to place a num- 
ber of wheels under the ark for its 
oreater facility of advancing. We 
journeyed nearly due north for ſeyeral 
days, and met with nothing remark- 
able except the aſtoniſhment of the 
ſavage natives to behold our equi- 
page. 3 

The Dutch government at the Cape, 


to do them juſtice, gave us every poſ- 


ſible aſſiſtance for the expedition. 1 


preſume they had received inſtruction 
on that head from their High Mighti- 
Ws: neflcs 
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neſſes in Holland. However, they 
preſented us with a ſpecimen of ſome 

of the moſt excellent of their Cape 
wine, and ſhowed us every politeneſs 
in their power. As to the face of the 
country, as we advanced, it appeared 
in many places capable of every culti- 
vation and of abundant fertility. The 
natives and Hottentots of this part of 

Africa have been frequently defcribed 
by travellers, and therefore it is not 


neceſſary to ſay any more about them: 


But, in the more interior parts of Airica 


the appearance, manners, and genius 


of the people are totally different. 
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We directed our courſe by the com- 


paſs and the ſtars, getting every day 


prodigious quantities of game in the 


woods, and at night encamping within 


a proper encloſure for fear of the wild 


beaſts. One whole day in particular 
we heard on every ade, among the 
hills, the horrible roaring of lions, 
reſounding from rock to rock like 
broken thunder. It ſeemed as if there 
was a general rendezvous of all theſe 
ſavage animals to fall upon our party. 
That whole day we advanced with 


caution, our hunters ſcarce venturing 


beyond piſtol ſhot from the caravan, 


for fear of diſſolution. At night we 
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encamped as uſual, and threw up a 


circular entrenchment round our tents. 


We had fcarce retired to repoſe when 


we found ourſelves ſerenaded by at 
leaſt one thouſand liens, approaching 


equally on every fide, and within an 


hundred paces. Our cattle ſhewed the 


moſt horrible ſymptoms of fear, all 


trembling, and in cold perſpiration. 


I directly ordered the whole com- 


pany to ſtand to their arms,. and not to 
make any noiſe by firing till T ſhould, 


command them. I then took a large 
quantity of tar, which I had brought. 
with our caravan for that purpoſe, and 
ſtrewed it in a continued ſtream round 

the 


1 
x 


I * 
5 
58 
5 A 
% 
i 
* 


5 
D 


T7] 


the encampment ; within which circle 


of tar I immediately placed another 


train or circle of gun-powder ; and 
having taken this precaution, I anxi- 
ouſly waited the lions approach. — 
Theſe dreadful animals knowing, I 
preſume, the force of our troop, ad- 
vanced very ſlowly, and with caution; 
approaching on every ſide of us with 
an equal pace, and growling hideous 
in concert, ſo as to reſemble an earth- 
quake, or ſome ſimilar convulſion of 
the world. When they had at length ad- 


vanced and ſteeped all their paws in the 


tar, they put their noſes to it, finelling 
it as if it were blood, and daubed 
their 


[ 92 1 

their great buſhy hair and whiſkers 
with it equal to their paws. At that 
very inſtant, when, in concert, they 
were going to give the mortal dart 
upon us, I diſcharged a piſtol at the 
train of gunpowder, which inſtantly 
exploding on every ſide, made all the 
lions recoil in general uproar, and take 
to flight with the utmoſt precipitation. 
In an inſtant we could behold them 
ſcattered through the woods, at ſome 
diſtance, roaring in agony, and mov- 
ing about like ſo many Will-o'-the- 
Wiſps, their paws and faces all on fire 
from the tar and the gun-powder. E 
then ordered a general purſuit: We 

followed 
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followed them on every ſide through 


the woods, their own light ſerving as 


our guide, until, before the riſing of 


the ſun, we followed into their faſt- 
neſſes and ſhot or otherways deſtroyed 
every one of them: And during the 
whole of our journey after, we never 
heard the roaring of a hon; nor did 
any wild beaſt preſume to make ano- 
ther attack upon our party, which 
ſhews the excellence of immediate pre- 
ſence of mind, and the terror inf] pired 
into the moſt ſavage enemies by a pro- 
per and well-timed proceeding. : 
We at length arrived on the confines 


of an immeaſureable deſert—an im- 


men'e 
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menſe plain, extending on every ſide 


of us like an ocean. Not a tree, nor 
a ſhrub, nor a blade of graſs was 


to be ſeen, but all appeared an extreme 


fine ſand, mixed with gold-duſt and 


little ſparkling pearls. 


T he gold-duſt and pearls appeared 


to us of little value, becauſe we could 


have no expectation of returning to 
England for a conſiderable time, We 


obſerved, at a great diflance, ſome- 


thing like a ſmoke riſing juſt over the 


verge of the horizon ; and looking 


with our teleſcopes, we perceived it to 


be a whirlwind tearing up the ſand and 


toſſing it about in the heavens with 


frightful 
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frightful impetuoſity. I immediately 
ordered my company to erect a mound 
around us of a great ſize, which we 
did with aſtoniſhing labor and perſe- 
verance; and then roofed it over with 
certain planks and timber, which we 
had with us for the purpoſe. Our la- 
bor was ſcarcely finiſhed when the ſand 


came rolling on like the waves of the 


ſea; *twas a ſtorm and river of ſand 


united. It continued to advance in the 
ſame direction, without intermiſſion, 
for three days, and completely covered 


over the mound we had erected, and 


buried us all within, The intenſe 


heat of the place was intolerable; but 


gueſſing 


LEI 


gueſſing by the ceſſation of the noiſe, 


that the ſtorm was paſſed, we ſet about 


digging a paſſage to the light of day 
again, which we effected in a very 


ſhort time; and aſcending, perceived 


that the whole had been ſo completely 


covered with the ſand, that there ap- 


peared no hills, but one continu- 


ed plain, with inequalities or ridges 


on it like the waves of the ſea, We 


ſoon extricated our vehicle and reti- 


nue from the burning ſands, but not 
without great danger, as the heat was 
very violent, and began to proceed on 
our voyage. Storms of ſand of a 
ſimilar nature ſeveral times attacked 


us, 


L NI 
us, but by uſing the ſame precautions 
we preſerved ourſelves repeatedly from 
deſtruction, Having travelled more 
than nine thouſand miles over this in- 
hoſpitable plain, expoſed to the per- 
pendicular rays of a burning ſun, 
without ever meeting a rivulet, or a 
ſhower from Heaven to refreſh us, we 
at length became almoſt deſperate ; 
when, to our inexpreſſible joy, we 


beheld ſome mountains at a great diſ- 


tance; and on our nearer approach, 


obſerved them covered with a carpet of 
verdure, and groves and woods. — 


Nothing could appear more romantic 


or beautiful than the rocks and preci- 
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pices intermingled with flowers and 
ſhrubs of every kind, and palm trees 
of ſuch a prodigious ſize as to ſurpaſs 
any thing ever ſeen in Europe. Fruits 
of all kinds appeared growing wild in 
the utmoſt abundance, and antelopes 
and ſheep, and buffaloes, wandered 
about the groves and vallies in profu- 
fion. The trees reſounded with the 
melody of birds, and every thing 
diſplayed a general ſcene of rural hap- 
pineſs and joy. 
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4 feaſt on live bulls and kava,—The 
inbabitants admire the European ad- 
venturers, —T he emperor comes to meet 
the baron, and pays him great compli- 
ments, —The inhabitants of the centre 
of Africa deſcended from the people of 
the Moon, proved by an inſcription in 
Africa, and by the analogy of their 


language; which is alſo the ſame 
with that of the antient Scytbians.— 
The baron is declared ſovereign of the 
 eatericr of Africa on the deccaſe of the 
emperor, — He endeavours to abeliſh 
the cuſtom of eating live bulls, which 


12 ec 
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excites much diſcontent.— The advice 
of Hilaro Frefticos upon the occaſion. 
—T he baren makes a ſpeech to the aj- 
ſembly of the ſlates; which only ex- 


cites greater murmurs, — He conſuits 


with Hilaro Frefticos. 


AVING paſſed over the neareſt 


mountains, we entered a delight- 


tude of perſons at a feaſt of living 
bulls, whoſe fleſn they cut away with 


oreat knives, making a table of the 


bellowing of the unfortunate animal. 
Nothing 


ful vale, where we perceived a multi- 


creat'ire's carcaſe; ſerenaded by the 
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Nothing ſeemed requiſite to add to the 


barbarity of this feaſt but kava, made 


as deſcribed in Cook's voyages; and 
at the concluſion of the feaſt we per- 
ceived them brewing this liquor, which 
they drank with the utmoſt avidity. 
From that moment, inſpired with an 
idea of univerſal benevolence, I de- 
termined to aboliſh the cuſtom. of eat= 


ing live fleſh, and drinking of kava. 


But I knew that ſuch a thing could 


not be immediately effected, whatever 


in future time might be performed. 
Havin reſted ourſelves during a few 

days, we determined to ſet out toward 

the principal city of the empire. The 


13 ſingularity 
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fingularity of our appearance was ſpo- 
ken of all over the country as a phæ- 
nomenon. The multitude looked up- 
on Sphinx, the bulls, the crickets, 
the balloons, and the whole company, 
as ſomething more than terreſtrial ; but 
eſpecially the thunder of our fire arms, 
which ſtruck horror and amazement 
into the whole nation. 2 | 
We at length arrived at the me- 
tropolis, ſituated on the banks of a 
noble river; and the emperor, attended 
by all his court, came ovt in grand 
proceſſion to meet us. The emperor 
appeared mounted on a dromedary, , 
royally capariſoned, with all his at- 


tendants 


[ 103 J 
tendants on foot, through reſpect for 
his majeſty. He was rather above the 
middle ſtature of that country, four 
feet three inches in height, with a 
countenance like all his countrymen, 
as white as ſnow! He was preceded 
by a band of moſt exquilite muſic, 
according to the faſhion of the country, 
and his whole retinue halted within - 
about fifty paces of our troop. We 
returned the ſalute by a diſcharge of 
mufketry, and a flouriſh of our trum- 
pets and martial muſic, I commanded 
our caravan to halt, and diſinounting, 
advanced, uncovered, with only two. 
atendants toward his majeſty. The 


emperor 
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emperor was equally polite, and de- 


ſcending from his dromedary, advanced 
to meet me. I am happy, ſaid he, to 
have the honour to Wees 10 illuſtrious 
a traveller, and aſſure you that every 
thing in my empire ſhall be at your 
diſpoſal, 

I thanked his majeſty for his polite- 
neſs, and expreſſed how happy I was 
to meet fo poliſhed and refined a peo- 
ple in the centre of Africa; and that 
1 hoped to ſhew myſelf and company 
grateful for his eſteem, by introducing 
the arts and ſciences of Europe among 


the people. 
JI im- 
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I immediately perceived the true 
deſcent of this people, which does not 
appear of terreſtrial origin, but de- 
ſcended from ſome of the inhabitants 
of the moon; becauſe the principal 


language ſpoken there, and in the cen- 


tre of Africa, is very nearly the ſame, 


Their alphabet and method of writing 


are pretty much the ſame, and ſhew 


the extreme antiquity of this people, 


and their exalted origin, I here give 


you a ſpecimen of their writing () 


Sregnah dna skochtop. 


aA. O F. un 


(*) Yide Otredocſiis de Orig. Hung. p. 46. 
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Theſe characters J have ſubmitted to 


the inſpection of a celebrated anti- 


quarian; and it will be proved to the 
ſatisfaction of every one in his next 
volume, what an immediate intercourſe 
there muſt have been between the in- 
habitants of the moon and the antient 
Scythians; which Scythians did not, 
by any means, inhabit a part of Ruſſia, 


but the central part of Africa, as J 


can abundantly prove to my very 


learned and laborious friend, — The 


above 


1 
above words, written in our characters, 
are Sregnah dna Skoohtop ; that is, the 
Scythians are of heavenly origin, The 
word Sregnah, which ſignifies Scythians, 
is compounded of reg or 5re; whence 
our preſent Engliſh wail ſire, or ſir; 
and nab, or gnah, knowledge: becauſe 
the Scythians united the effentials of 
_ nobility and learning together; dna 
lignifies heaven, or belonging to the 
moon, from Auna, who was antiently 
worſhipped as goddeſs of that lumi- 
nary. And 5loohtop ſignifies the origin 
or beginning of any thing, from oo, 
the name uſed in the moon for a point 
in geometry; and rer or Hp vege- 


tation. 


= EE 
tation. T heſe words are inſcribed at 
this day upon a pyramid in the centre 


of Africa, nearly at the ſource of the 


river Niger; and if any one refuſes 


his aſſent, he may go there to be 
convinced. 

The emperor conducted me to his 
court amidſt the admiration of his 
courtiers, and paid us every poſſible 


politeneſs that African magnificence 


could beſtow. He never preſumed to 


proceed on any expedition without 
conſulting us 1 and looking upon us 
as a ſpecies of ſuperior beings, paid 
the greateſt reſpect to our opinions. 
He frequently aſked me about the 

ſtates 
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Rates of Europe, and the kingdom of 
| Great Britain, and appeared loſt in 
admiration at the account I gave him 
of our ſhipping, and the immenſity of 
the ocean. We taught him to regu- 
late the government nearly on the ſame 
plan with the Britiſh conſtitution, and 
to inſtitute a parliament and degrees 
of nobility, His majeſty was the laſt 
of his royal line; and on his deceaſe, 
with the unanimous conſent of the 
people, made me heir to the whole 
empire. The nobility and chiefs of 
the country immediately waited upon 
me with petitions, intreating me to 
accept the government, I conſulted 

Vor. II. K with 
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with my noble friends Gog and Ma- 


gog, &c. and after much conſultation 


it was agreed that I ſhould accept the 
government, not as actual and inde- 
pendent monarch of the place, but as 
viceroy to his majeſty of England. 

1 now thought it high time to do 


away the cuſtom of eating live fleſh 


and drinking of kava; and for that 


purpoſe uſed every perſuaſive method 


to wean the majority of the people 


from it. This, to my aſtoniſhment, 
was not taken in good part by the 
nation, and they looked with jealouſy 
at thoſe ftranger:, who wanted to 
£2322 royvations among them. 


Nevertheleſs 
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Nevertheleſs, I felt much concern to 
think that my fellow creatures could 
be capable of ſuch barbarity, I did 
every thing that a heart fraught with 
univerſal benevolence and good will 


to all mankind could be capable of 


deſiring. I firſt tried every method of 
perſuaſion and incitement. I did not 


. harſhly reprove them; but I invited 


frequently whole thouſands to dine 
after the faſhion of Europe, upon 
roaſted meat, Alas, 'twas all in vain, 
my goodneſs nearly excited a ſedition. 
They murmured among themſelves, ' 
ſpoke of my intentions, my wild and 


ambitious views, as if I, oh heaven! 
SS could 


[ 112 J 

could have had any perſonal intereſted 
motive in making them live like men, 
rather than like crocodiles and tigers. 
—[In fine, perceiving that gentleneſs 
could be of nc avail; well knowing 
that when complaiſance can effect no- 
thing from ſome ſpirits, compulſion 
excites reſpect and veneration; I pro- 
hibited under pain of the ſevereſt pe- 
nalties, the drinking of kava, or eat- 
ing of live fleſh, for the ſpace of nine 
days, within the diſtricts of Angalinar 
and Paphalgalna. 


Put this created ſuch an univerſa! 


abhorrence and deteſtation of my go- 


verament, that my miniſters, and even 


myſ elf. 
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myſelf, were univerſally paſquinadoed ; 
lampoons, ſatyrs, ridicule, and indie 
were ſhowered upon the name of Mun- 
chauſen where ever it was mentioned; 
and, in fine, there never was a govern- 
ment ſo much deteſted, or with fucks 
little reaſon. 

In this dilemma I had recourſe to 
the advice of my noble friend Hilaro 
Froſticos. In his good ſenſe E now 
expected ſome reſource; for the reſt 
of the council, who had adviſed me 
to the former method, had given but 
a poor ſpecimen of their abilities and 


diſcernment, or I ſhould have ſuc- 


eeeded more happily. In ſhort, he 
. addreſſee 


t 
y 
j 
| 
| 
i 
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addreſſed himſelf to me and to the 


council as follows : 


ce Tt is in vain, moſt noble Munc- 


hauſen, that your Excellency endea- 


vours to compel or force theſe people 


to a life to which they have never been 


accuſtomed. In vain do you tell them 


that apple pies, pudding, roaſt beef, 


minced pies, or tarts, are delicious, 


that ſugar is ſweet, that wine is ex- 
quiſite. Alas, they cannot, they will 
not comprehend what deliciouſneſs is, 
what ſweetneſs, or what the flavor of 
the grape. And even if they were 
convinced of the ſuperior excellence 


of your way of life, never, never would 
they 


Wok 
they be perſuaded : and that, if for no 


other reaſon, but becauſe force or per- 
| ſuaſion is employed to induce them 
to it. Abandon that idea for the pre- 
ſent, and let us try another method, 
My opinion, therefore, is, that we 
ſhould at once ceaſe all endeavours to 
compel or perſuade them. But let 
us, if poſſible, procure a quantity of 
fudge from England, and careleſsly 


| ſcatter it over all the country; and 


from this diſpoſal of matters, I pre- 
ſume, nay, I have a moral certainty, 
that we ſhall reclaim this people from 
horror and barbarity.“ 


Had 


— 
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Had this been propoſed at any other 
time, it would have been violently 
oppoſed in the council; but now, 


when every other attempt had failed, 


when there ſeemed no other reſource, 


the majority willingly ſubmitted to 


they knew not what ; for they abſo- 


lutely had no idea of the manner, the 


poſſibility of ſucceſs, or how they could 


bring matters to bear. However, 'twas 
a ſcheme; and as ſuch they ſubmitted. 
For my part, I liſtened with extacy to 


the words of Hilaro Froſticos; for I 


knew that he had a moſt ſingular 


knowledge of human kind, and could 
humour and perſuade them on to their 


Own 


B 


own happineſs and univerſal good. 


Therefore, according to the advice of 
Hilaro, I diſpatched a balloon with 
four men over the deſert to the Cape 
of Good Hope, with letters to be 
forwarded to England, requiring, 
without delay, a few cargoes of fudge. 
The people had all this time re- 
mained in a general ſtate of ferment 
and murmur. Every thing that ran- 
cor, low wit, and deplorable igno- 


rance could conceive to aſperſe my 


government, was put in execution. 
The moſt worthy, even the moſt be- 
neficent actions, every thing that was 


amiable, were perverted into oppoſition. 


The 


= © 
The heart of Munchauſen was not 
made of ſuch impenetrable ſtuff as 
to be inſenſible to the hatred of even 
the moſt worthleſs wretch in the whole 
kingdom; and once, at a general aſ- 
ſembly of the ſtates, filled with an 
idea of ſuch continued ingratitude, I 
ſpoke as pathetic as poſſible, not 
methought beneath my dignity, to 
make them feel for me: That the 
univerſal good and happineſs of the 
people were all I wiſhed or deſired— 
that if my actions had been miſtaken, 
or improper ſurmiſes formed, ſtill I 
had no wiſh, no deſire, but the public 


welfare, &c. &c. 


Hilaro 
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Hilaro Froſticos was all this time 
much diſturbed ; he looked ſternly at 
me—he frowned; but I was ſo en- 
groſſed with the warmth of my heart, 
my intentions, that I underſtood him 
not: In a minute I ſaw nothing but as 
if through a cloud, (duch is the force 
of amiable ſenfibiliy)- en Sills 
chiefs - the whole aſſembly ſeemed to 
ſwim before my ſight. The more 1 
thought on my good intentions, the 
lampoons which ſo much affected my 
delicacy, good nature, tenderneſs 
I forgot myſelf—I ſpoke rapid, vio- 
lent beneficence — fire - tenderneſs 


Alas! I melted into tears! 


Piſh ! 
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Piſh! piſh! ſaid Hilaro Froſticos! 

Now, indeed, was my government 
lampooned, ſatyrized, carribonadoed, 
bepickled, and bedeviled. One day, 
with my arm full of lampoons, I 
ſtarted up as Hilaro entered the room, 
—the tears in my eyes—Look, look 
here, Hilaro !—how can I bear all 
this? It is impoſſible to pleaſe them; 
I will leave the government! cannot 
bear it — See what pitiful anecdotes — 
what ſurmiſes—I will make my people 
feel for me will leave the govern- 
ment! 

Pſhaw! ſays Hilaro.—At that ſimple 


monoſyllable, J found myſelf changed 
as 


= 
| as if by magic; for I ever looked on 


Hilaro as a perſon ſo experienced 


| ſuch fortitude—ſuch good fenſe— 


There are three ſail under the con- 


voy of a frigate, added Hilaro, juſt 


arrived at the Cape, after a fortunate 
paſſage, laden with the fudge that we 
demanded, No time is to be loſt; 


let it be immediately conducted hither, 


granaries of the empire. 


Waun 


and diſtributed through the principal 
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CHAPTER VII. 


A proclamation by the Baron.— Exceſſive 


curioſity of the people to know what 
Fudge was.—T he people in a general 
ferment about it,—T hey break open all 
the granaries in the empire, — The 
offettions of the people conciliated. — 
An ode performed in honor of the 
Baron,—His diſcourſe with Fra- 


grantia cn the excellence of the muſic. 


OME. time after, I ordered the 
tollowing proclamation to be pub- 
liſhed 
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liſhed in the Court Gazette, and in 


all the other papers of the empire : 


BY THE 
MOST MIGHTY AND PUISSANT LORD, 
His EXCELLENCY THE 


LORD BARON MUNCHAUSEN, = 


WHEREAS a quantity of fudge 
has been diſtributed through all the | 
granaries of the empire for particular 
ules ; and as the natives have ever ex- 
preſſed their averſion to all manner of 
European eatables, it 1s hereby ſtrictly 


forbidden, under pain of the ſevereſt 


L 2 penal- 


I 
” 
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penalties, for any of the | officers, 
charged with the keeping of the ſaid 
fudge, to give, ſell, or ſuffer to be 
ſold, any part or quantity whatever 
of the ſaid material, until it be agree- 
able unto our good will and pleaſure. 

MuNCHAUSEN, 


Dated in our caſtle of Grif- 
tariſka, this I riſkil of the 
month of Grifkiſh, in the 
year Moulikaſra-navaſ- 


kaſhna-vildaſh. 


— — — 
This proclamation excited the moſt 
ardent curioſity all over the empire. 


Do you know what this fudge is! 
ſaid 


„„ 
faid lady Mooſhilgarouſti to lord Dar- 


narlaganl.— Fudge! ſaid he—fudge ! 


—No: What fudge !—I mean, re- 
plied her ladyſhip, the enormous quan- 
tity of fudge that has been diſtributed 


under guards 1n all the ſtrong places 


in the empire, and which is ſtrictiy 


forbidden to be fold, or given to any 
of the natives under the ſevereſt pe- 
nalties, Lord! replied he, what in 


the name of wonder can it be? 


Forbidden! why it muſt ;—but pray 


do you, lady Faſhaſhaſh, dv you 
know what this fudge 1s ?—Do you, 
lord Traſtillauex ?-Or you, Miſs 

Lz as 
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Griftilarkaſh ?—What ! nobody know 
what this fudge can be? 

It engroſſed for ſeveral days the chit- 
chat of the whole empire. Fudge, 
fudze, fudge, reſounded in all com- 


panties, and in all places, from the 


riſing until the ſetting of the ſun; and 
even at night, when gentle fleep re- 
freſhed the reſt of mortals, the ladies 

of all that country were dreaming of 

fudge ! 
Upon my honor, ſaid Kitty, as the 
was adjuſting her modeſty piece before 
the glaſs, juſt after getting out of bed, 
there is ſcarce any thing I would not 


give to know what this fudge can be. 
La! 


t 
La! my dear, replied Miſs Killna- 


riſka, I have been dreaming the whole 


night of nothing but fudge : ] thought 
my lover kiſſed my hand, and 
preſſed it to his boſom, while I, 
frowning, endeavoured to vreſt it 
from him; that he Kneeled at my 
feet.— No, never, never will I look 
at you, cried ], till you tell me what 


this fudge can be, or get me ſome of 


it.—Be gone! cried I, with all the 


dignity of offended beauty, majefty, 
and a tragic queen.—Be gone! never 
ſee me more, or bring me this deli- 


cious fudge, He ſwore on the honor 


of a knight, that he would wander 


o'er 
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o'er the world, encounter every dan- 
ger, periſh in the attempt, or ſatisfy 
the angel of his foul. 

The chiefs and nobility of the na- 
tion, when they met together to drink 
their kava, ſpoke of nothing but 
fudge.—Men, women, and children, 
all, all talked of nothing but fudge. 
Twas a fury of curioſity, one general 
ferment, an univerſal feyer—nothing 
but fudge could allay it. 

Bur in one reſpect they all agreed, 
that government muſt have had ſome 
intereſted view in giving ſuch poſitive 
orders to preſerve it, and keep it from 
the natives of the country, Petitions 


were 


E 


were addreſſed to me from all quarters, 


from every corporation and body of 


men in the whole empire. The ma- 
jority of the people inſtructed their 
conſtituents, and the parliament pre- 
ſented a petition, praying that I would 
be pleaſed to take the ſtate of the 
nation under conſideration, and give 
orders to ſatisfy the people, or the moſt 
dreadful conſequences were to be ap- 


prehended, To theſe requeſts, at the 


intreaty of my council, I made no 


reply, or at beſt but unſatisfactory 


anſwers. Curioſity was on the rack; 


they forgot to lampoon the govern— 


ment, ſo engaged were they about the 


fudge, 
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fudge. The great aſſembly of the 

ſtates could think of nothing elſe. In- 
ſtead of enacting laws for the regula- 
tion of the people, inſtead of con- 
ſulting what ſhould ſeem moſt wiſe, 
moſt excellent, they could think, talk, 
and harangue of nothing but fudge. 
In vain did the ſpeaker call to order; 
the more checks they got, the more 
extravagant and inquiſitive tney were. 


In ſhort, the populace in many 


places roſe in the moſt outrageous and 


tumultuous manner, forced open the 
granaries in all places in one day, 
and triumphantly diſtributed the fudge 
through the whole empire. 

Whether 
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Whether on account of the longing, 


the great curioſity, imagination, or 
the diſpoſition of the people, I cannot 
— they found it infinitely to 
their taſte; was an intoxication of 
Joy, ſatisfaction, and applauſe. 

Finding how much they liked this 
fudge, I procured another quantity 
from England, much greater than the 
former, and cautiouſly beſtowed i 
over all the kingdom. Thus were 
the affections of the people regained ; 
and they, from hence, began to ve- 
nerate, applaud, and admire my go- 
vernment more than ever. The fol- 
lowing Ode was performed at the 


caſtle, 


10 


caſtle, in the moſt ſuperb ſtile, and 
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univerſally admired: 


O D 1 


Ve bulls and crickets, and Gog, Magog, 


And tru, p ts high chiming anthrophog, 
8 Come ſing blithe choral all in 4g, 


| [ Caralog, baſilog, fog, and bog ! 


Great and ſuperb appears thy cap ſublime, 
Admir'd and worſhip'd as the riſing ſun; 
Solemn, majeſtic, wiſe, like hoary Time, 


And fam'd alike for virtue, ſenſe and fun. j 


Then ſwell the noble ſtrain with ſong 
And elegance divine, 

While Goddeſſes around ſhall throng, 
And all the Muſes Nine, 


And 


Eu 3 


And bulls and crickets, and Gog, Magog, 


And trumpets chiming anthrophog, 


Shall ſing blithe choral all in og, 
Caralog, baſilog, fog, and bog 


This piece of poetry was much ap- 


plauded, admired, and enchored in 


every public aſſembly; celebrated as 


an aſtoniſhing effort of genius; and 


the muſic, compoſed by Minheer 
Gaſtraſhbark Gkrghhbarwſkhk, was 


thought equal to the ſenſe! — 


Never was there any thing ſo univer- 


ſally admired, the ſummit of the moſt 


exquiſite wit, the keeneſt praiſe, the 


moſt excellent muſic, 
Vor, II, M 
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Upon my honor, and the faith I 
owe my love, ſaid I, muſic may be 
talked of in England; but to poſleſs 


the very foul of harmony, the world 


ſhould come to the performance of this 


Ode.—Lady Fragrantia was at that 


moment 
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moment drumming with her fingers on 


the edge of her fan, loſt in a reverie, 


thinking ſhe was playing upon 
Was it a forte piano? 

No, my dear Fragrantia, ſaid I, 
tenderly taking her in my arms while 
ſhe melted intq tears; never, never, 
will I play upon any other —— ! 

O! *twas divine, to ſee her like a 
ſummer's morning, all bluſhing and 
full of dew ! 


M 2 CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER VIIL. 

The Baron ſets all the people of the em- 
pire to work to build a bridge from 
their country to Great Britain, —His 
contrivance to render the arch ſecure. 
Orders an inſcription to be engraved 
on the bridge, —Returns with all bis 
company, charict, &c. to England. 
Surveys the kingdoms and nations under 
him from the middle of the bridge, 


* now, moſt noble baron, ſaid 


the illuſtrious Hilaro Froſticos, 


now is the time to make this people 
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proceed 
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( 73 
proceed in any buſineſs that we find 


convenient. Take them at this pre- 


ſent ferment of the mind, let them not 


think, but at once ſet them to work. 


In ſhort, the whole nation went heart= 
ily to the buſineſs, to build an edifice 
ſuch as. was never ſeen in any other 


country. I took care to ſupply them 


with their favourite kava and fudge, 


and they worked like horſes. The 
tower of Babylon, which, according to 
Hermogaſtricus, was ſeven miles high, 
or the Chineſe wall, was a mere crifle, 
in compariſon to this ſtupendous edi- 
fice; which was completed in a very 
ſhort ſpace of time. 
It 


| 
| R 
| 


Wc 


It was of an immenſe height, far 
beyond any thing that ever had been 
before erected ; and of ſuch gentle aſ- 
cent, that a regiment of cavalry with 

a train of cannon could afcend with 
perfect eaſe and facility. It feemed 
like a rainbow in the heavens, the baſe 
of which appeared to riſe in the cen- 
tre of Africa, and the other extremity 
ſeemed to ſtoop into Great Britain. 
A moſt noble bridge indeed, and a 
piece of maſonry that has outdone Sir 


Chriſtopher Wren. Wonderful muſt 


it have been to form ſo tremendous an 


arch, eſpecially as the artiſts had cer- 
tain difficulties to labor againſt, which 
they 


TT nl 
they could not have in the formation 
of any other arch in the world; [I 
mean, the attraction of the moon and 
planets: Becauſe the arch was of ſo 
great a height, and in ſome parts ſo 
elongated from the earth, as in a great 
meaſure to diminiſh in its gravitation 
to the centre of our globe ; or rather, 
ſeemed more eaſily operated upon by 
the attraction of the planets: So that 
the ſtones of the arch one would think, 
at certain times, were ready to fall 2 
to the moon, and at other times to fall 
down to the earth, Bur as the former 
was more to be dreaded, I fecured 
ſtability to the fabric by a very curious 


contrivance, 
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contrivance. I ordered the architects 


to get the heads of ſome hundred num- 


ſkulls and blockheads, and fix them 


to the interior ſurface of the arch, at 


certain intervals, all the whole length; 


by which means the arch was held 
together firm, and its inclination to 
the earth eternally eſtabliſhed; becauſe 
of all the things in the world, the ſkulls 


of theſe kind of animals have a ſtrange 


facility of tending to the centre of the 


earth. 

The building being completed, I 
cauſed an inſcription to be engraved 
in the moſt magnificent ſtile upon the 
ſummit of the arch; in letters ſo great 


and 


v 


2 2 


* I 
god 7% N 
d 
— — 


: 


£1 


- 
> 


4 : 115 
_— „ 
8 $f 

- (4 
. 
, W113) 
e, 

1 ii 7 

1 > Wt 
4 at, —_—— 
on 

WH!!! 

* . 1 
FS FAT] 

— 7 

” 4 x 
1 
13 

„ 
” IH) 
n 

— T7 

17 
4 
„ 
«HUH 
- it 4 
$8359] 
« 115 
ft e 
TORN 
9 ; 

8 i i; 
. 0 5 
* | " 

; : it 
1} 
PR. | * 
* ( 
4 
v* 4 

»- A; fn 

— — 
5 * 


. ſu ”, — 
1 4 1 
e St * 5 
5 — * 1 * <> ” 
— * #4 ” * 
, "= DTD - 
_ . — +> 


84 
ds, >a. 


o 
3 


— . 
* 2 


I 


N 


— 
i, 112 
— 


* - 
+} - 2 
— — 
727 
4 


222 


4 


vt 
- 
— 1. 
* 
3 


Za, 


. — + 8 


7 


F 
. . 774 
f \ 9 
77 * 
= bg M4 a 
rat £4 1 y RY 
1 Ti x 
6 # 
» N 
«© / 
» * - 1 4 
1 
1 
— 5 
„ 
1 „ 


"Why 
N 


2 
- *:# 


— 
— — 


_ 
- — 

- 
-- » 


E 


— 


LY 


1 1 1 ., 
« wo i Wn a 


bl : Fry 
55 


ee , 
F . 2 4 
5 \y 11 US ” 
* 


n 


dn 


\\ 
A 


\ 
id 


\ 


ord 


/ 


n 
＋ 7 
Ora 8 
iu, 
1 4 7 , 
N 


CRT aff - . P . | * 
- ” - — + a 


j 
„0 
As 
U ' 
| 


4 
o 


W 
N * 
* Z 


ou 
\ 


ans. — oY a: 


0 lg AM 
OR; 


2 — Rs 
— 5 dy | RJ 
— SmS 
"JD Z 


a oy "4; — & 
. "0 | w * 17 bo 5 


of 


KAT Hir, 1 JV 


7 


Gl 


el, 


- Su, 
Wen - 4 
J . 
g = 


CE From AFTMICA 4 


a KY 2 ab; "7D l 

Q n 
e * Pl _ 
8 


N. gt 


, Fe 


[241 ] 
and luminous, that all veſſels failing 
to the Eaſt or Weſt Indies might read 
them diſtinct in the heavens, like the 


motto of Conſtantine. 


KARDOL BAGARLAN KAT TON. 


FARINGO SARG AL RA MO PASH- 
ROL VATINEAC CAL COLNITOS 


RO NA FILNAT AGASTRA 84 


DINGANNAL FANO. 


That i is to ſay, © As long as this arch 


and bond of union ſhall exiſt, ſo long 
ſhall the people be happy. Nor can 
all the power of the world affect them, 
unleſs the moon, advancing from her 


uſual ſphere, ſhould ſo much attract 
| the 


- 
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the ſkulls as to cauſe a ſudden eleva- 
tion; on which, the whole will fall 
into the moſt horrible confuſion,” 
- eaſy intercourſe being thus eſta- 
bliſhed between Great Britain and the 
centre of Africa, numbers travelled 
_ continually to and from both countries, 
and at my requeſt mail coaches were 
ordered to run on the bridge between 
both empires. After ſome time, hav- 
ing ſettled the government perfectly to 
my ſatisfaction, I requeſted permiſ- 
ſion to reſign, as a great cabal had 
been excited againſt me in England; 
I therefore received my letters of re- 


call, 
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call, and prepared to return to Old 
England. 

In fine, I ſet out upon my journey, 
covered: with applauſe and general ad- 
miration. I proceeded with the ſame 
retinue that I had before, Sphinx, Gog, 
and Magog, &c. and advanced along 
the bridge, lined on each fide with 
rows of trees, adorned with feſtoons 
of various flowers, and illuminated with 
colored lights. Woe advanced at a 
great rate along the bridge, which was 
ſo very extenſive that we could ſcarce 
perceive the aſcent, but proceeded in- 
ſenſibly until we arrived on the centre 
of the arch. The view from thence 


Was 
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was glorious beyond conception; 'twas 
divine to look down on the kingdoms, 
and ſeas, and iſlands under us. Africa 
ſeemed in general of a tawny browniſh 
color, burned up by the ſun; Spain 
ſeemed more inclining to a yellow, on 
account of ſome fields of corn ſcattered 
over the kingdom; France appeared 
more inclining to a bright ſtraw color, 
intermixed with green; and England 
appeared covered with the moſt beau- 
tiful verdure. I admired the appear- 
ance of the Baltic ſea, which evidently 
ſeemed to. have been introduced be- 
tween thoſe countries by the ſudden 
ſplitting of the land; and that ori- 


ginally 
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ginally Sweden was united to the weft. 
ern coaſt of Denmark; in ſhort, the 
whole interſtice of the gulf of Finland 
had no being, until theſe countries, 
by mutual conſent, ſeparated from one 
another. Such were my philoſophical 
meditations as 1 advanced, when I ob. 
ſerved a man in armour with a tre- 
mendous ſpear or lance, and mounted 
upon a ſteed, advancing againſt me. 
I foon diſcovered by a teleſcope that it 
could be no ather than Don Quixote, 
and promiſed myſelf much amuſement 


in the rencounter. 


Vol. II. CHAPTER 


CHAPTER Its 


The Baron's retinue is oppoſed in a bercic 
| tile by Don Qui vote, who in bis turn is 
attacked by Gog and Magog.— Lord 
Whittington with the Lord Mayor's 
 SÞOW Comes to the afſitance of Don 
Quixote. —Gog and Magog aſjeil bis 
lordſhip. — Lord TWhittingten makes a 
fpeecn, and deludes Gor and Mageg 
to his party.—4 general ſcene r up- 
rear and battle among the company ; 
until the Baron, with great preſence 


of mind, appeaſes the tunult, 


WHAT 


ae * 
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7 HAT art thou? exclaimed Don 
Quixote on kis potent ſeed. 

Who art thou? Speak,—or by tie 
eternal vengeance of mine arm, thy . 
whole machinery ſhall periſh at found . 
of this my crumpet. 
Aſtoniſhed at ſo ES a ſalutation, 
the great Sphinx ſtopped ſhort, and 
bridling up herſelf, drew in her head, 
like a ſnail when it touches ſomething 


that it does. not hke; the . bulls {et 


up a horrid bellowing ; the crickets _. 


ſounded an alarm; and Gog and Ma- 


Na gog 
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gog advanced before the reſt. One 
of theſe powerful brothers had in his 
hand a great pole, to the extremity of 
which was faſtened a cord of about 
two feet in length, and to the end of 
the cord was faſtened a ball of iron, 
with ſpikes ſhooting from it like the 
rays of a ſtar; with this weapon he 
prepared to encounter; and advanc- | 
ing, thus he ſpoke : 5 

« Audacious wight! that thus, in 
compleat ſteel array'd, doth dare to 
venture croſs my way, to ſtop the 
great Munchauſen. Know then, proud 


knight, that thou ſhalt inſtant _ 


'neath my potent arm.“ 
When 


Wa 

When Quixote, Mancha's knight, 
reſponded firm: | 
C e Gigantic monſter! leader of 
witches, crickets, and chimeras dire! 
know thou, that here before yon azure 
heaven, the cauſe of truth, of FO 
and of faith right pure ſhall ordeal 
counter try it!” I oy 
Thus he ſpoke, and brandiſhing his 
mighty ſpear, would inſtant prodigies 
ſublime performed ; had not ſome 
wight placed '"geath the tail dark 
Roſinante, furze all thorny baſe : at 
which, quadrupedanting, plunged the 
ſteed, and inſtant on the earth the 
knight roar'd credo for his life, 
N 3 At 
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- At that ſame moment ten thouſand 


frogs ſtarted from the morions of Gog 
and Magog, and furiouſly aſſailed the 
knight on every fide, In vain he 
roared, and invoked fair Dulcina del 
Toboſo; for frogs wild croaking, ſeem- 
ed more loud, more ſonorous than all 
his invocations. And thus in battle 
vile the knight was overcome, and 
ſpawn all fwarmed upon his glittering 
helmet. 5 
* Deteſted miſcreants! roared the 
knight; avaunt! Enchanters dire and 
goblins could alone this arduous taſk 
perform; to rout the knight of Man- 
cha, foul defeat, and war even ſuch as 


ne'er 
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ne'er was known before, Then hear, 
O Del Toboſo! hear my vows, that 
thus in anguiſh of my ſoul I urge, 
midſt frogs, Sn Hecaton, Kai, 
Talon, and the Rove! (for ſuch the 
names and definitions of their quali- 
ties, their ſeparate powers.) For Mer- 
Tin plumed their airy flight, and then 
in watery moon-beam dyed his rod ec- 
centric. At the touch, ten thouſand 
frogs, ſtrange metamorphos'd, croaked 
even thus: And here they come; on 
high beheſt, to vilify the knight, that 
erſt defended famed virginity, and ma- 
trons all bewronged, and pilgrims hoar, 


and courteous guiſe of all! But the 


age 
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age of chivalry is gone, and the glory 


of Europe is extinguiſhed for ever!” 


He ſpoke, and ſudden good lord 
Whittington, at head of all his raree- 


ſhow, came forth, armour antique of 


chivalry, and helmets old, and troops, 


all ſtreamers, flags, and banners glit- 


tering gay, red, gold, and purple: 


and in every hand a ſquare of ginger- 


bread all gilded nice, was brandiſn'd 
awful. At a word, ten thouſand thou- 


ſand Naples biſcuits, crackers, buns IF and 


Aannel cakes, and hats of gingerbread, 


encounter; d in mid air in, glorious ex- 


altationz like ſome huge ſtorm of mill- 


ſtones, 
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ſtones, or when it rains whole clouds 
of dogs and cats, 
The frogs, aſtoniſhed, thunderſtruck, 
forgot their notes and muſic, that be- 
fore had ſeemed ſo terrible, and drowned 
the cries of knight renown'd; and mute 
in wonder heard the words of Whit- 
tington pronouncing - ſolemn : « Gob- 
lins, chimeras dire, or frogs, or what- 
ſoe'er enchantment thus preſents in 
antique ſhape, attend, and hear the 
words of peace; and thou, good He- 
rald, read aloud the riot act!“ 
He ceaſed, and diſmal was the tone 
that ſoftly breathed from all the frogs 
in chorus, who quick had petrified 
with 


tw 
with fright, unleſs redoubted Gog and 
Magog, both with poles, high topped, 
with airy bladders by a ſtring dependant, 
had not formed: againſt his lordſhip, 
Ever and anon the bladders, loud 
reſounding on his chaps, proclaimed 
their fury againſt all potent law, coer- 
cive mayaralty: When he, ſubmiſſi ve, 
thus in cunning guile addreſſed the 
Knights aſſailant: 

« Gog, Magog, renowned and fas 
mous! what, my ſons, ſhall you affatl- 
your father, friend, and chief confeſſed? - 
Shall you, thus armed with bladders 
vile, attack my title, eminence, and 
pomp ſublime? Subſide, vile diſcord, 

and 


and again return to your true legiance. 
Thiak, my friends, how oft your gor- 

geous pouch I've cramm'd, all cala- 
paſn, green fat, and calapce. . Re- 
member how you've feaſted, ſtood 
inert for ages, until ſize immenſe 
you've gained, And think, how dif- 
ferent is the ſervice of Munchauſen, 
where you o'er ſeas, cold, briny, float 
along the tide, eternal toiling like to 
laves Algiers and Tripoli, And ev'n 
on high, balloon like, through the 
heavens have journeyed late, upon a 
rainbow or ſome awful bridge ſtretch'd 
eminent; as if on earth he had not 
work ſufflcient to diſtreſs your potent 


ſervitudes, 


1 
ſervitudes, but he ſhould alſo ſeek in 


Heaven dire cauſe of labor! Recol- 


lect, my friends, even why or where- 


fore ſhould you thus aſſail your law- 
ful- Magiſtrate, or why deſert his 
livery ? or for what or wherefore ſerve 
this German Lord Munchauſen, who 
for- all your labors ſhall alone beſtow 
fome fudge and heroic blows in war? 
Then ceaſe, ond thus in amity re- 


turn to friendſhip aldermanic, bungy, 


brown, and ſober.” 


Ceaſed he then, right worſhipful, 
when both the warring champions in- 


ſtant ſtemmed their battle, and in ſign of 


peace and unity returning, 'neath their 


feet 


=. 


feet reclined their weapons. Sudden 


at a ſignal either ſtamped his foot 
ſiniſtrine, and the loud report of burſt- 
en bladder ſtunned each ear ſurround- 
ing, like the roar of thunder from on 
high convulſing heaven and earth. 

'Twas now upon the ſaddle once 5 
again the knight of Mancha roſe; and 
in his hand far balancing his lance, full 
tilt againſt the troops ot bulls oppoſing 
1 And thou, ſhrill Crillitrilkril, 
than whom no cricket cer on hob ot 

rural cottage, or chimney black, more 
gladſome tuned his merry note, ev'n 
thou didſt perith, ſhricking gave the 
ghoſt in empty air the ſport of ev'ry 
„ wind, 
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wind; for e'en that heart ſo jocund 
and ſo gay was pierced, harſh ſpitted 
by the lance of Mancha, while un- 
daunted thou didſt fit between the 
horns that crowned Mowmowſki. And 
now Whittington advanced, *midft ar- 
mour antique and the powers Magog 
and Gog ; and with his rod enchanting 
touched the head of every frog, long 
mute and thunderfiruck ; at which, 
in univerſal chorus and ſalute, they 
lung blithe jocund, and amain ad- 
vanced rebellious 'gainſt my troop. = 

While Sphinx, though great, gigan- 
tic, ſeemed inſtinctive baſe and cow- 


ardly, and at the fight of ſtorming- 


ginger- 


* " 


„ 
8 Wo * £ . 
N 35; 0 5-4 . EY: ks © * 1 * — 
40 o er ba Re > = Wy A <2 , 


N = 
Fo 
* 
3 
15 


[ 159 ] 
gingerbread, and powers Magog, and 
Gog, and Quixote, all againſt her, 
ſtarted fierce, o'erturning boat, bal, 
loons, and all; loud roared the bulls, 
hideous; and the craſh of wheels, and 
chaos of confuſion drear, reſounded far 
from earth to heaven. And ſtill more 
fierce in charge the great Lord Whit- 
tington, from poke of ermine his fam'd 
Grimalkin took. She ſcreamed, and 


harſh attacked my bulls confounded; 


lightning: like ſhe darted, and from half 


the troop their eyes devouring tore. 


Nor could the riders, crickets throned 
fublime, eſcape from rage, from fury 
leſs averſe than cannons murder or the 


O 2 ſtormy 
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ſtormy ſea. The great Mowmowſki 
roared amain and plunged in anguiſh, 


ſhunning every dart of fire-ey'd fierce 


Grimalkin. Dire the rage of warfare, 


and contending crickets, Quixote, and 


great Magog; when Whittington ad- 


vancing— Good, my friends and war- 


riors, headlong on the foe bear down 


impetuous! He ſpoke, and waving 


high the mighty rod, tipped wonderful 


each bull, at which more fierce the crea- 
tures bellowed, while enchantment drear 
devoured their vitals. And all had gone 
to wreck in more than mortal ſtrife, un- 
leſs, like Neptune orient from the 
ſtormy deep, I roſe, ev'n towering o'er 


the 
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the ruins of my fighting troops. Serene- 


and calm I ſtood, and gazed around. 


undaunted; nor did aught oppoſe 
againſt my foes impetuous. But ſudden: 
from my chariot, purſes plentiful of 
fudge poured forth, and ſcattered it. 
amain o'er all the crowd contending : 
As when old Catharine or the careful 
Joan doth ſcatter to the chickens bits, 
of bread and crumbs fragmented, 
while rejoic'd they gobble faſt the pro- 
ſered ſcraps in general plenty and 
fraternal peace, and huſh, ſhe cries, 


nuſh ! huſh !- 


CHAPTER 


A 


Aer. 


The Baron arrives in England, The 
Coloſſus of Rhodes comes to congratu- 
late him. — Great rejoicings on the 
Baron's return, and a tremendous con- 
cert, —The Baron's diſcourſe with 

Fragrantia, and her opinion of the 


tour to the Hebrides. 


AVING arrived in Old Eng- 
land once more, the greateſt re- 
joieings were made for my return: 


The whole city ſeemed one general 


blaze 
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blaze of illumination; and the Coloſ- 
ſus of Rhodes, hearing of my aſtoniſh- 
ing feats, came on purpoſe to England 
to congratulate me on ſuch unparal- 
lelled atchievements. But above all 
other rejoicings on my return, the 
muſical oratorio and ſong of triumph 
were magnificent in the extreme. Gog 
and Magog were ordered to take the 
maiden tower of Windſor, and make 
a tambarine or great drum of it. 
For this purpoſe they extended an ele- 
phant's hide, tanned and prepared for 
che deſign, acroſs the ſummit of the 
tower from parapet to parapet ; ſo that 
in proportion this extended elephant's 


hide 
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hide was to the whole of the caſtle, 
what the parchment is to a drum; in 
fuch a manner, that the whole became 
one great inſtrument of war. 

To correſpond with this, Coloſſus. 
took Guildhall and Weſtminſter Ab- 


bey, and turning the foundations to- 


ward the heavens, ſo that the roofs of 


the edifices were upon the ground, 


he ſtrung them acroſs with braſs and 


ſteel wire from fide to ſide ;. and thus, 


when ſtrung, they had the appearance 


of moſt noble dulcimers. He then 


took the great dome of St. Paul's, riſing: 


it off the earth with as much facility 


as you would a decanter of claret.. And 
when. 


tC 1 


wnen once riſen up, it had the ap- 
pearance of a quart bottle, Coloſſus 
inſtantly, with his teeth, cracked off 
the ſuperior part of the cupola, and 
then applying his lips to the inſtru- 
ment began to ſound it like a trumpet. 
Twas martial beyond deſcription 
tantaral—tara—ta! 

During the concert I walked in the 
park with Lady Fragantia; ſhe was 
dreſſed that morning in a chemiſe à la 
reine. I like, ſaid ſhe, the dew of 
the morning, 'tis delicate and ctherial, 

and by thus beſpangling me, I think 
it will more approximate me to the 


nature of the roſe; (for her looks were 
like 
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like Aurora: ) And co confirm the ver- 


million I ſhall go to Spa Hand drink 


the Pouhon ſpring, added I, gazing 
at her from top to toe, Yes, replied 
the lovely Fragrantia, with all my 
heart, tis the drink of ſweetneſs and 
delicacy: Never were there-any crea- 
tures like the water drinkers at Spa 
they ſeem like fo many thirſty bloſ- 
ſoms on a peach tree, that ſuck up the 

ſhower in the ſcorching heat. There 
is a certain ſomething in the waters 
that gives vigor to the whole frame, | 
and expands every heart with rapture 


and benevolence. They drink! good 


gods, how they do drink! and then, 


how 
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Pray, my dear Ba- 


how they 
ron, were you ever at the falls of 
Niagara? Yes, my lady, replied I, 
(ſurpriſed at ſuch a ftrange aſſociation 
of ideas) I have been many years ago 
at the falls of Niagara, and found no 
more difficulty in ſwimming up and 
down the cataracts, than I ſhould to 
move a minuet, At that moment ſhe 
| dropped her nolegay—Ah, ſaid ſhe, 
as ] preſented it to her, there is no 
great variety in theſe polyanthoſes: I 
do aſſure you, my dear Baron, that 
there is taſte in the ſclection of flowers 
as well as every thing elſe; and were 
1 a girl of ſixteen I ſhould wear ſome 


roſe- 
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roſe-buds in my boſom ; but at five 


and twenty, I think 'twould be more 


mY 


apropos to wear a full blown roſe, 
quite ripe, and ready to drop off the 
ſtalk for want of being pulled—heigh 
ho! But pray, my lady, ſaid I, how 
do you like the concert? Alas! ſaid 
the, languiſhingly, while ſhe laid her 
hand upon my ſhoulder, what are 
theſe bodyleſs ſounds and vibrations to 


me? and yet what an exquiſite ſweet- 


neſs in the ſongs of the northern part 


of our iſland: “ Thou art gone awa 
from me, Mary! How pathetic and 


divine the little airs of Scotland and 


the Hebrides. But never, never can 


I think 
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I think of that ſame Doctor Johnſon ; 
that Conſtable, as Fergus Mac Leod 
calls him, but I have an idea of a 
great brown full-bottomed wig and a 
hogſhead of porter -O 'twas baſe to 
be every where treated with politeneſs 
and hoſpitality, and in return invi- 
diouſly to ſmell-fungus them all over; 
to go to the country of Kate of Aber- 
deen, of Auld Robin Gray; midſt gu- 


ral innocence and ſweetneſs, take up 


O! Doc- 


their plaids, and expoſe 
tor, Doctor! 

And what would you ſay, Fragran- 
tia, if you were to write a Tour to the 
Hebrides ? Peace to the heroes, re- 


. II. P plied 
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plied. ſhe, in a delicate and theatrical 


tone—peace to the heroes who ſleep in 


the iſle of Jona; the ſons of the wave, 
and the chiefs of the dark brown 
ſhield ! The tear of the ſympathizing 


ſtranger is ſcattered by the wind over 


the hoary ſtones as ſhe meditates ſor- 
rowful on the times of old! Such 
could I ſay, fitting upon ſome druidi- 


cal heap or tumulos. The fact is this, 


there is a right and a wrong handle to 


every thing; and there 1s more plea- 


ſure in thinking with pure nobility of 


heart, than with the illiberal enmities 


and ſarcaſi of a blackguard. 
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CHAPTER XI. 


A litigated contention between Don Quix- 


ote, Gog, Magog, &c.—A grand court 
aſſembled upon it. I he appearance of 
the company.—The matrons, judges, 
&c.—T be method of writing, and the 


uſe of the faſhionable amuſement Quix- 
zes. —Waucvau arrives from the coun- 


try of Preſter Jobn, and leads the 


 wwhele afſembly à wild-gecſe chaſe ta 


the top of Plinlimmon, and thence to 
Virginia. — The Paron meets a floating 
land in his voyage to America,— 


Purſues Wauwan with his whole com- 


pany through the deſerts of North 


FP 2 America. 
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America. His curious contrivance to 


ſeize Wauwau in @ moraſs. 


HE contention between Gog and 
Magog, and Sphinx, Hilaro 
Froſticos, the lord Whittington, &c. 


was productive of infinite litigation. 


All the lawyers in the kingdom were 
employed, to render the affair as com- 
plex and gloriouſly uncertain as poſ- 
ſible; and, in fine, the whole nation 
became intereſted, and were divided 
on both ſides of the queſtion. Co- 
loſſus took the part of Sphinx, and 


the affair was at length ſubmitted to 


the 
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the deciſion of a grand council in a; 
great hall, adorned with ſeats on every 
{ide in form of an amphitheatre, The 
aſſembly appeared the moſt magnificent 
and ſplendid in the world. A court: 
or jury of one hundred matrons oc. 
pied the principal and moſt. honorable: 
part of the amphitheatre ; they were 
dreſſed in flowing robes of ſky blue 
velvet, adorned with: feſtoons of bril- 
Hants and diamond ſtars; grave and 
ſedate looking matrons, all in uniform, 
with ſpectacles upon their nofes :. 
And oppoſite to theſe were placed one 
hundred judges, with curly white wigs 
flowing down on each ſide of them to 

(+ their 
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their very feet; ſo that Solomon in all 
his glory was not ſo wiſe in appearance. 
At the ardent requeſt of the whole 
empire, I condeſcended to be the pre- 
ſident of the court; and being arrayed 
accordingly, I took my ſeat beneath a 
canopy ended in the centre. Before 
every judge was placed a ſquare ink- 
ſtand, containing a gallon of ink, and 
pens of a proportionable ſize; and alſo 
right before him an enormous folio, 
ſo large as to ſerve for table and book 
at the ſame time. But they did not 


make much uſe of their: pens and ink, 


except to blut and daub the paper; 


for, that they ſhould be the more im- 


1 
partial, I had ordered that none but 


the blind ſhould be honoured with the 


employment : So that when they at- 


tempted to write any thing, they uni- 
formly dipped their pens into the ma- 
chine containing ſand; and having 

ſcrawled over a page as they thought, 
defiring then to dry it with ſand, would 
ſpill half a gallon of ink upon the 
paper, and thereby daubing their fin- 
gers, would transfer the ink to their 
face whenever they leaned their cheek 
upon their hand for greater gravity. 
As to the matrons, to prevent an eter- 


nal and confuſed prattle that would 


drown all manner of intelligibility, 1 
found 


( 296 3 
found it abſolutely neceſſary to ſew 
up their mouths ; ſo that between the 
blind judges and the dumb matrons, 
methought, the trial had a chance of 
being terminated ſooner than it other- 
wiſe would. The matrons, inſtead of 
their tongues, had other inſtruments 
to convey their ideas: Each of them 
had three quizzes, one quiz pendant 
from the ſtring that ſewed up her 
mouth, and another quiz in either 
hand. When ſhe wiſhed to expreſs. 
her negative, ſhe darted and recoiled 
the quizzes in her right and left hand; 
and when me deſired to expreſs her af= 
firmative, ſhe, nodding, made the quiz 


pendant 


1 
pendant from her mouth flow down 
and recoil again. The trial proceeded 
in this manner for a long time to the 
admiration of the whole empire; when 
at length I thought proper to ſend to 
my old friend and ally, Preſter John, 
intreating him to forward to me one 
of the ſpecies of wild and curious birds 
found in his kingdom, called a Wau- 
wau. This creature was brought over 
the great bridge beforementioned, from 
the interior of Africa, by a balloon. 
The balloon was placed upon the 
bridge, extending over the parapets 
on each ſide, with great wings or oars 


to aſſiſt its velocity; and under the 


balloon 
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balloon was placed pendant a kind of 
boat, in which were the perſons to 
manage the ſteerage of the machine, 
and protect Wauwau. This oracular 
bird arriving in England, inſtantly 


darted through one of the windows of 


the great hall, and perched upon the 


canopy in the centre, to the admiration 
of all preſent. Her cackling appeared 
quite prophetic and oracular; and the 
firſt queſtion propoſed to her by the 
unanimous conſent of the matrons and 
judges, was, Whether or not the moon 
was compoſed of green cheeſe? The 
ſolution of chis queſtion was deemed 


abſolutely 
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abſolutely neceſſary, before they could 


proceed farther on the trial. 
Wauwau ſeemed in figure not very 


much differing from a ſwan, except 
that the neck was not near ſo long, 
and ſhe ſtood after an admirable fa- 
ſhion like to Veſtris. She began cack- 
ling moſt ſonorouſly, and the whole 
aſſembly agreed that it was abſolutely 
neccſlary to catch her, and having her 
in their immediate poſſeſſion, nothing 
more would be requiſite for the ter- 
mination of this litigated affair, For 
this purpoſe the whole houſe roſe up 
to catch her, and approached in tu- 


mult, the judges brandiſhing their 


Pens, 


= 2: 
pens, and ſhaking their big wigs, and 
the matrons. quizzing as avoch as poſ- 
ſible in every direction, which very 
much ſtartled Wauwau; who clapping 
her wings, inſtantly flew out of the 
hall. The aſſembly began to proceed 
after her in order and ſtile of prece- 
dence ; together with my whole train 
of Gog and Magog, Sphinx, Hilaro 
Froſticos, Queen Mab's chariot, the 
_ bulls and ichen c. preceded by 
bands of muſic; while Wauwau de- 
n the carth, ran on like an 
oftrich before the trop, cackling all 
the way. Thinking ſuddenly to catch 
this ferocious animal, the judges and 
matrons 


© 7 

matrons would ſuddenly quicken their 
pace; but the creature would as quick- 
ly outrun them, or ſometimes fly away 
for many miles together, and then alight 
to take breath until we came within 
light of her again. Our train jour 
neyed over a moſt prodigious track of 
country in a direct line, over hills and 
dales, to the ſummit of Plinlimmon, 
where we thought to have ſeized Wau- 
wau; but ſhe inftantly took flight, and 
never ceaſed until ſhe arrived at the 
mouth of the Powtomac river in Vir- 
ginia. 

Our company immediately embarked 
in the machines before deſcribed, in 
which we had journeyed into Africa, 


Vor. II. 2 and 


on © 


and after a few days ſail arrived in 
North America, We met with no- 
thing curious on our voyage, except a 
floating iſland, containing ſome very 
delightful villages, inhabited by a few 
whites and negroes; the ſugar cane 
did not thrive there well, on account, 
as I was informed, of the variety of 
the climates; the iſland being ſome- 
times driven up as far as the north 
pole, and at other times wafted under 
the equinoctial. In pity to the poor 
iganders, I got a huge ſtake of iron, 
and driving it through the centre of 
the iſland, faſtened it to the rocks and 
mud at the bottom of the ſea: ſinge 


whith time the iſland has become ſta- 


tionary, | 


i 2 1 


tionary, and is well known at preſent 


by the name of St. Chriſtopher's, and 
there is not an iſland in the world 
more ſccure. 

Arriving in North America we were 
received by the preſident of the Uni- 
ted States with every honor and po- 
liteneſs. He was pleaſed to give us 
all the information poſſible relative to 
the woods and immenſe regions cf 
America, and ordered troops of the 
different tribes of the Eſquimaux to 
guide us through the foreſts in purſuit 
of Wauwau; who, we at length found, 
had taken refuge in the centre of a 
moraſs. The inhabitants of the coun- 


try who loved hunting, were much de- 
. lighted 


L 184 ] 


lighted to behold the manner in which 


we attempted to ſeize upon Wauwau ; 
the chaſe was noble and uncommon. 
I determined to ſurround the animal 
on every ſide; and for this purpoſe, 
ordered the judges and the matrons to 
ſurround the moraſs with nets extending 
a mile in height: on various parts of 
which net the company diſpoſed them- 
ſelves, floating in the air like ſo many 
ſpiders upon their cobwebs. Magog, 
at my command, put on a kind of ar- 
mour that he had carried with him for 
the purpoſe, corſelet of ſteel, with 
gauntlets, helmet, &c. ſo as nearly to 
reſemble a mole. He inſtantly plunged 
into the earth, making way with his 


ſharp 
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ſharp ſteel head piece, and tearing up 
the ground with his iron claws ; and 
found not much difficulty therein, as 
morals in general is of a ſoft and yield- 
ing texture, Thus he hoped to un- 
dermine Wauwau, and ſuddenly rifing 
feize her by the foot; while his bro- 
ther Gog aicended the air m a balloon, 
hoping to catch her if the ſhould eſcape 
Magog. Thus the animal was fus- 
rounded on every fade, and at firſt 
was very much terrified, knowing not 
Which way ſhe had beſt to go. At 
length, hearing an obſcure noiſe under 
ground, Wauwau took flight before 
Magog could have time to catch her 
by the foot. She flew to the right, 


2 then 


== 
chen to the left, north, eaſt, weſt, and 
ſouth; but found on every fide the 


company prepared upon their nets. At 
length ſhe flew right up, ſoaring at a 
moſt aſtoniſhing rate toward the ſun, 
while the company on every ſide ſet 
up one general acclamation. But Gog 
in his balloon ſoon ſtopped Wauwau 
in the midſt of her career, and ſnared 
her in a net, the cords of which he 
continued to hold in his hand. Wau- 
wau did not totally loſe her preſence 
of mind, but after a little conſider- 


ation, made ſeveral violent darts againſt 


the volume of the balloon; ſo fierce, 


as at length to tear open a great ſpace, 
on which the inflammable air ruſhing 
out, 


2 
W852 
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out, the whole apparatus began to 
tumble to the earth with amazing 
rapidity, Gog himſelf was thrown out 
of the vehicle, and letting go the reins 
of the net, Wauwau got liberty again, 
and flew out of ſight in an inſtant. 
| Gog had been above a mile elevated 
from the earth when he began to fall, 
and as he advanced, the rapidity en- 
_ creaſed, ſo that he went like a ball 
from a cannon into the moraſs, and 
his noſe ſtriking againſt one of the iron 
capped hands of his brother Magog, 
uſt then riſing from the depths, he 
N began to bleed violently, and, but ſor 
the ſoftneſs of the moraſs would have 
Joſt his life, . 
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CHAPTER S$Iq. 


The Baron harangues the company, and 


they continue the purſuit.— The Baron 
wandering from his retinue, is laken 


by the ſavages, ſcalped, and tied ts 


a flake to bs roaſted: but he contrives 
jo extricate himſelf, and kills the ſa- 
dages.— The Baron travels over land 
through the foreſts of North America, 
to the confines of Ruſſia.—Arrives at 
the caſtle of the Nareſein Rowſ#imows 
mowſty, and gallops into the kingdom 


ef Leggerbeads.— A battle, in which 
the Baron fights th: Nareſin in fougle 
combat, and generouſly gives him his 


life. 
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Jife. Arrives at the Friendly Iſlands, 
and diſcourſes with Omai,—The Baron 
with all his attendants goes from Ota- 


Beite to the iſthmus of Darien; and 


having cut a canal across the iſthmus, 


returns to England, 


AY Friends and very learned and 

| profound Judiciarii, ſaid J, be 
not diſheartened that Wauwau has eſ- 
caped from you at preſent ; perſevere, 
and we ſhall yet ſucceed. You ſhould 
never deſpair, Munchauſen being your 
general ; and therefore be brave, be 


courageous, and fortune ſhall ſecond 


your 
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your endeayours, Let us advance un- 
daunted in purſuit, and follow the 
fierce Wauwau even three times round 
the globe, until we entrap her. 
My words filled them with confi- 
dence and valor, and tney unanimouſly 


agreed to coniinue the chaſe, We 


penetrated the frightful deſerts and 


gloomy woods of America, beyond 


the ſource of the Ohio, through coun- 
tries utterly unknown before, I fre- 
quently took the diverſion of ſhooting 
in the woods; and one day that I hap- 


pened with three attendants to wander 


far from our troop, we were ſuddenly 


| Tet upon by a number of ſavages. As 


we 


| 191 J 


ve had expended our powder and ſhot, 


and happened to have no fide arms, it 
was in vain to make any reſiſtance 
againſt hundreds of enemies. In ſhort, 
they bound us, and made us walk be- 

fore them to a gloomy cavern in a 
rock, where they feaſted upon what 
game they had killed; but which not 
being ſufficient, they took my three 
unfortunate companions, and mylſehN, 
and ſcalped us. The pain of loſing 
the fleſh from my head was moſt hor- 
rible, it made me leap in agonies, and 
roar like a bull. They then tied us 
to ſtakes, and making great fires a- 
round us, began to dance in a circle, 


ſinging 
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ſinging with much diſtortion and bar- 
barity, and at times putting the palms 
of their hands to their mouths, ſer 
up the war hoop. As they had on 
that day alſo made a great prize of 
ſome wine and ſpirits belonging to our 
troop, theſe barbarians finding 1t de- 
licious, and unconſcious of its intoxi- 


cating quality, began to drink it in 


profuſion, while they beheld us roaſt- 


ing; and in a very ſhort time they 
were all completely drunk, and fell 
aſleep around the fires, Perceiving 
ſome hopes, I uted moſt aſtoniſhing 
efforts to extricate myſelf from the 
cords with which I was tied, and at 


length 
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length ſucceeded, I immediately un- 
bound my companions, and though 
half roaſted, they ſtill had power e- 
nough to walk. We ſought about for 
the fleſh that had been taken off our 
heads, and having found the ſcalps, 
we immediately adapted them to our 
bloody heads, ſticking them on with a 
kind of glue of a ſovereign quality that 
flows from a tree in that country, and 
the parts united and healed in a few 
hours, We took care to revenge our- 
ſelves on the ſavages, and with their 
own hatchets put every one of them 
to death. We then returned to our 
troop, who had given us up for loſt; 
=— R and 
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and they made great rejoicings on our 


return. We now proceeded in our 


journey through this prodigious wil- 
derneſs, Gog and Magog acting as 
pioneers, hewing down the trees, &c. 
at a great rate as we advanced, We 
paſſed over numberleſs ſwamps, and 
lakes, and rivers, until at length we 
diſcovered a habitation at ſome diſ 
tance. It appeared a dark and gloomy 


caſtle, ſurrounded with ſtrong ram- 


parts, and a broad ditch, We called 


a council of war, and it was deter- 
mined to ſend a deputation with a 
trumpet to the walls of the caſtle, and 
demand friendſhip from the governor, 


whoever 
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whoever he might be, and an account 
if aught he knew of Wauwau, For 
this purpoſe our whole caravan halted 
in the wood, and Gog and Magog re- 
clined among the trees, that their enor- 
mous ſtrength and ſize ſhould not be 
diſcovered, and give umbrage to the 
lord of the caſtle, Our embaſſy ap- 
proached the caſtle, and having de- 
manded admittance for {ome time, at 
length the draw-bridge was let down, 
and they were ſuffered to enter. As 
ſoon as they had paſſed the gate it was 
immediately cloſed after them, and on 
either ſide they perceived ranks of 
halberdiers, who made them tremble 
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wich fear. We come, the herald pro- 


claimed, on the part of Hilaro Froſ- 


ticos, Don Quixote, Lord Whittington, 


and the thrice renowned Baron Munc- 


hauſen, to claim friendſhip from the 
governor of this puiſſant caſtle, and 
to ſeek Wauwau. The moſt noble 
the governor, replied an officer, is at 
all times happy to entertain ſuch tra- 
vellers as paſs through theſe immenſe 
deſerts, and will eſteem it an honor 
that the grect Hilaro Froſticos, Don 
Quixote, Lord Whittington, and the 
thrice renowned Baron Munchauſen 


enter his caſtle walls. 


In 
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In ſhort, we entered the caſtle. The 
governor ſat with all our company 
to table, ſurrounded by his friends 
of a very fierce and warlike appear- 
ance. They ſpoke but little, and 
ſeemed very auſtere and reſerved, un- 
til the firſt courſe was ſerved up. The 
diſhes were brought in by a number of 
bears walking on their hind legs; and 
on every diſh was a fricaſey of piſtols, 
piſtol bullets, fauce of gunpowder, 
and aqua-vite. This entertainment 
ſeemed rather indigeſtible by even an 
oſtrich's ſtomach; when the governor 
addreſſed us, and informed me that it 
was ever his cuſtom to ſtrangers, to 
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offer them for the firſt courſe a ſervice 
ſimilar to that before * and if they 
were inclined to accept the invitation, 
he would fight them as much as they 
pleaſed; but if they could not reliſh 
the piſtol bullets, &c. he would con- 
clude them peaceable, and try what 
better politeneſs he could ſhew them 
in his caſtle. In ſhort, the firſt courſe 
being removed untouched, we dined ; 
and after dinner the governor forced 
the company to puſh the bottle about 
with alacrity and to exceſs. He in- 
formed us, that he was the Nareſkin 
Rouſkimowmowſky, who had retired 
amidſt theſe wilds, diſguſted with the 
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court of Peterſburgh. I was rejoiced 
to meet him; I recollected my old 
friend, whom I had known at the court 
of Ruſſia, when I rejected the hand of 
the empreſs. The Nareſkin, with all 
his knights companions, drank to an 
aſtoniſhing degree, and we all ſet off 
upon hobby horſes in full cry out of 
the caſtle, Never was there ſeen ſuch © 
a cavalcade before. In front galloped 
an hundred knights belonging to the 
caſtle, with hunting horns and a pack 
of excellent dogs; and then came the 
Nareſkin Rowſkimowmowſky, Gog 
and Magog, Hilaro Froſticos, and 


your humble Servant, hallooing and 
ſhouting 


1 200 J 


ſhouting like ſo many demoniacs, and 


ſpurring our hobby horſes at an infernal 


rate, until we arrived in the kingdom 


of Loggerheads. The kingdom of 


Loggerheads was wilder than any part 


of Siberia, and the Nareſkin had here 


built a romantic ſummer houſe in a 


Gothic taſte, to which he would fre- 
quently retire with his company after 
dinner. The Nareſkin had a dozen 
bears of enormous ſtature that danced 
for our amuſement, and their chiefs 


performed the minuet de Ja cour to 


admiration. And here the moſt noble 


Hilaro Froſticos thought proper to aſk 


the Nareſkin ſome intelligence about 


Wauwau, 
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Wauwau, in queſt of whom we had 
travelled over ſuch a track of country, 
and encountered ſo many dangerous 
adventures; and alſo invited the Na- 
reſkin Rowſkimowmowſky, to attend 
us with all his bears in the expedi- 
tion, The Nareſkin appeared aſto- 
niſned at the idea; he looked with in- 
finite hauteur and ferocity on Hilaro, 
and affecting a violent paſſion, aſked 
him, Did he imagine that the Nareſkin 
Rowfkimowmowſky could condeſcend 
to take notice of a Wauwau, let her 
fly what way ſhe would? Or did he 
think, a chief poſſeſſing ſuch blood 


in his veins, could engage in ſuch a 


foreign 
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foreign purſuit? By the blood of all 


the bears in the kingdom of Logger- 


heads, and by the aſhes of my great 


great grand- mother, I would cut off 
your head! 


Hilaro Froſticos reſented this ora- 


tion, and in ſhort a general riot com- 


menced. The bears, together with 
the hundred knights, took the part of 
the Nareſkin; and Gog and Magog, 
Don Quixote, the Sphinx, Lord Whit- 


tington, the bulls, the crickets, the 


a judges, the matrons, and Hilaro Froſti- 


cos, made noble warfare againſt them. 


I drew my ſword, and challenged 


the Nareſkin to ſingle combat. He 


frowned, 
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frowned, while his eyes ſparkled fire 


and indignation ; and bracing a buck- 
ler on his left arm, he advanced againſt 
me. I made a blow at him with all 
my force, which he received upon his 


buckler, and my ſword broke ſhort. 
 Trzha Te ꝙ lergęa xb SrarguPer mor xD 
Ungenerous Naretkin ! Seeing me 
diſarmed, he fill puſhed forward, 
dealing his blows upon me with the 
utmoſt violence, which I parried with 
my ſhield and the hilt of my broken 
ſword, and fought like a game cock, 
An enormous bear at the ſame time 
attacked me; bur I ran my hand, till 


retaining the hilt of my broken ſword, 


down 
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down his throat, and tore up his 
tongue by the roots. I then ſeized his 
carcaſe by the hind legs, and whirling 
it over my head, gave the lin 

ſuch a blow with his own bear, as | 
_ evidently ſtunned him. I repeated 
my blows, knocking the bear's head 
againſt the Nareſkin's head, until by 
one happy blow, I got his head into 
the bear's jaws ; and the creature being 
ſtill ſomewhat alive and convulſive, 
the teeth cloſed upon him like nut- 
ers. I threw the. bear from me, 
but the Nareſkin remained ſprawling, 
unable to extricate his head from the 
bear's jaws, imploring for mercy, I 


gave 


nl 
gave the wretch his life—a lion preys 
not upon carcaſſes, . 

At the ſame time my troop had ef- 
fectually routed the bears and the reſt 
of their adverſaries. I was merciful, 
and ordered quarter to be given, 

At that moment I perceived Wauwau 
flying at a great height through the 
heavens, and we 1nſtantly ſet out in 
purſuit of her, and never ſtopped 
until we arrived at Kamſchatka — 
thence we paſſed to Otaheite, I met 
my old acquaintance Omai, who had 
been in England with the great navi- 
gator, Cook ; and I] was glad to find 
he had eſtabliſhed Sunday- ſchools over 
all the iſlands, I talked to him of 


Vos, II. 7 Europe, 


 oS 3 - 


Europe, and his former voyage to 
England. Ah! ſaid he, moſt empha- 
tically, the Engliſh, the cruel Eng- 
liſh, to murder me with goodneſs and 
refine upon my torture took me to 
Europe, and ſhewed me the Court of 
England, the | delicacy of exquiſite 
life ; they ſhewed me gods, and 
ſhewed me heaven, as if on purpoſe 
to make me feel the loſs of them. 
From theſe iſlands we ſet out, at- 
tended by a fleet of canoes with fight- 
ing ſtages and the chiefeſt warriors of 
the iſlands, commanded by Omai.— 
Thus the chariot of Qucen Mab, my 
team of bulls and the erich ets, the ark, 


the Spllinx, and the bailo: ns, with 
Hilaro 
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Hilaro Froſticos, Gog and Magog, 
Lord. Whittington, and the Bad 
Mayor's ſhow, Don Quixote, &c, 
with my fleet of canoes, altogether cut 
a very formidable appearance on our 
arrival at the Iſthmus of Darien. Sen- 
ſible of what general benefit it would 
be to mankind, I immediately formed 
a plan of cutting a canal acroſs the Iſth- 

mus, from ſea to ſea. 
For this purpoſe I drove my chariot 


with the greateſt impetuoſity repeat- 


edly from ſhore to ſhore, in the ſame 
I track, tearing up tne rocks and earth 
thereby, and forming a tolerable bed 


for the water. Gog and Magog next 


advanced at the head of a million of 


82 people, 
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people, from the realms of North and 
South America, and from Europe 7 
and with infinite labor cleared away 
the earth, &c. that I had ploughed 
up with my chariot. I then again 
drove my chariot, making the canal 
wider and deeper; and ordered Gog 
and Magog to repeat their labor as 
before. The canal being a quarter 
of a mile broad, and three hundred 
yards in depth, I thoughr it ſufficient, 
and immediately let in the vaters of 
the ſea, I did imagine that from the 
rotatory motion of the earth on its axis 
from weſt to eaſt, the ſea would be 


higher on the eaſtern than the weſtern 


_ coaſt; and that on the uniting of the 


two 


[ 209 ] 
two ſeas there would be a ſtrong cur- 


rent from the eaſt—and it happened 
Juſt as I expected: The ſea came in 


with tremendous magnificence, and 


enlarged the bounds of the canal, ſo 
as to make a paſſage of ſome miles 
broad from ocean to occan, and made 
an iſland of South America. Several 
{ail of crading veſſels and men of war 
ſailed through this new channel to the 
South Seas, China, &c. and faluted me 
with all their cannon as they paſſed. 

I looked through my teleſcope at 
the moon, and perceived the philoſo- 
phers there 1n great commotion: They 
could plainly diſcern the alteration on 
the ſurface of our globe, and thought 

7” Pinch 
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_ themſelves ſomehow intereſted in the 
enterprize of their fellow mortals in a 
neighbouring planet. They ſeemed 
to think it admirable, that ſuch 
little beings as we men ſhould at- 
tempt ſo magnificent a performance, 
that would be obſervable even in a 
ſeparate world. 
Thus having wedded the Atlantic 
Ocean to the South Sea, I returned to 
England, and found Wauwau preciſely 
in the very ſpot whence ſhe had ſer 


out, after having led us a chaſe all 


round the world. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XII 


be Baron goes to Peterſburgh, and con- 
verſes with the Empreſs. —Perſuades 
the Ruſſians and Turks to ceaſe cut- 

: ting one another's throats, and in con- 
fort cut a canal acroſs the Iſthmus of 
Suez. —The Baron diſcovers the Alex- 


andrian library, and meets with Her- 


mes Triſmegiſtus, — Beſteges Seringa- 
patam, and challenges Tippoo Saib 
15 Angle combat, —T. hey fight. —The 
Baron receives ſome wonnds on his 
face, but at length vanquiſbes the 
' tyrant.—The Baron returns to Eu- 
rope, and raiſes the bull of the Royal | 
George, 


SEIZED ; 
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EIZED with a fury of canal- 

cutting, I took it in my head to 
"A an immediate communication 
between the Mediterranean and the 
Red Sea; and therefore ſet out for 
Peterſburgh. 

The ſanguinary ambition of the 
empreſs would not liſten to my pro- 
poſals, until I took a Private * 
nity, taking a cup of coffee with her 
Majeſly, to tell her, chat I would ab- 
ſolutely ſacrifice myſelf for the general 
good of mankind; and if ſhe would 


accede 
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accede to my propoſals, would, on 


the completion of the canal, ip/o facto, 
give her my hand in marriage 


My dear, dear Baron, ſaid ſhe, I 


accede to every thing you pleaſe; and 


agree to make peace with the Porte 
on the conditions you mention: And, 
added; the, rifing with all the majeſty 
of the Czarina, Empreſs of half the 
world, be it known to all our ſub- 
jects, that We ordain theſe conditions, 
for ſuch is our royal will and pleaſure. 


"of now proceeded to the iſthmus of 


Suez, at the head of a million of Ruſ- 


ſian pioneers, and there united my 
forces with a million of Turks, armed 


with 


l 
. 

if 
by 
ö 
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with ſhovels and pickaxes. They did not 
come to cut each other's throats, but 
for their mutual intereſt, to facilitate 
commerce and civilization, and pour 
all the wealth of India, by a new 
channel, into Europe, My brave fel- 
618-1, confer the. inmate 
labor of the Chineſe to build their ce- 
lebrated wall; think of what ſuperior 
benefit to mankind 1s our preſent un- 
dertaking: Perſevere, and fortune will 
ſecond your endeavours, Remember 
it is Munchauſen who leads you on, 
and be convinced of ſucceſs. | 

Saying theſe words, drove my cha- 
riot with all my might in my former 


a | track, 


A a9 

track, that veſtige mentioned by the 

Baron de Tott; and when I was ad- 
vanced conſiderably, I felt my chariot 
ſinking under me. I attempted to 
drive on, but the ground, or rather 
immenſe vault, giving way, my cha- 
not and all went down precipitately. 
Stunned by the fall, T was ſome mo- 
ments before I could recolle& myſelf; 
when at length, to my amazement, I 
perceived myſelf fallen into the Alex- 
andrian Library, overwhelmed in an 
ocean of books—thouſands of volumes 
came tumbling on my head, amidſt 
the ruins of that part of the vault 
through which my chariot had de- 


ſcended, 
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ſcended, and for a time buried: my 
bulls and all beneath a heap of learn. 
ing. However, I contrived to extri- 
cate myſelf, and advanced with awful 
— admiration through the vaſt avenues of 
the library. I perceived on every ſide 
innumerable volumes and repoſitories 
of e learning, and all the ſcience 
of the Antideluvian. world, Here I 
met with Hermes Triſmegiſtus, and a 
parcel] of old philoſophers debating 

upon the politics and learning of their 
days. I gave them inexpreſſible de- 
light, in telling them, in a few words, 
all the diſcoveries of Newton, and the 


hiſtory of the world ſince their time. 
Theſe 


t M # 
Theſe gentry, on the contrary, told me 
a thouſand ſtories of antiquity that 
ſome of our antiquarians would give 
their very eyes to hear. : 
In thort, I ordered the library to be | 
preſerved; and I intend making a pre- 
ſent of it as ſoon as it arrives in Eng- 
land, to the Royal Society, together 
with Hermes Triſmegiſtus, and half a 
dozen old philoſophers. I have got a 
beautiful cage made, in which I keep 
theſe extraordinary creatures, and feed 
chem with bread and honey, as they 
ſeem to believe i in a kind of doctrine. 
of tranſmigration, and will not touch 
fleſh. Hermes Triſmegiſtus eſpecially | 
Vol. II. 'V is 
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is a moſt antique looking being, with a 
beard half a yard long, covered with a 
robe of golden embroidery, and prates 
like a parrot: He will cut a very 
brilliant figure in the muſeum. 

Having made a track with my cha- 
riot from ſea to ſea, I ordered my 
Turks and Ruſſians to begin ; and in 
a few hours we had the pleaſure of 
ſeeing a fleet of Britiſh Eaſt-Indiamen 
in full fail through the canal. The 
officers of this err were very polite, 
and paid me every applauſe and con- 
| gratulation my exploits could merit. 
They told me of their affairs in India, 
andthe ferocity of that dreadful war- 


rior, 


TT ww 3 
rior, Tippoo Saib; on which I re- 


ſolved to go to India and encounter 


the tyrant, I travelled down the Red 


Sea to Madras, and at the head of a 
few Seapoys and Europeans purſued 
the flying army of Tippoo to the gates 
of Seringapatam. I challenged him 
to mortal combat; and mounted on 
my ſteed, rode up to the walls of the 
fortreſs amidſt a ſtorm of ſhells and 
cannon balls. As faſt as the bombs 
and cannon balls came upon me, 
caught them in my hands like ſo 
many pebbles, and throwing them 
againſt the fortreſs, demoliſhed the 
ſtrongeſt ramparts of the place, I 
1 * took 
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took my mark ſo direct, that when- 
ever I aimed a cannon ball or a ſhell 


at any perſon on the ramparts, I was 


8 


ſure to hit him: And one time, per- 


ceiving a tremendous piece of artillery 


pointed againſt me, and knowing the 


ball muſt be ſo great it would certainly 


ſtun me, I took a ſmall cannon ball, 


and juſt as I perceived the engineer 


going to order them to fire, and open- 


ing his mouth to give the word of 


command, I took aim, and drove my 


ball preciſely down his throat. 


Tippoo fearing that all would be 


loſt, that a general and ſucceſsful 
- ſtorm would enſue if I continued to 


batter 


£002} 


batter the place, came forth upon his 
elephant to fight me-] ſaluted him, 
and inſiſted he ſhould fire firſt. 
Tippoo, though a barbarian, was not 
deficient in politeneſs, and declined 
the compliment; upon which I took 
2 off my hat, and bowing, told him it 
was an advantage Munchauſen ſhould 
never be ſaid to accept from ſo gallant 
a warrior; on which Tippoo inftantly 
| diſcharged his carbine, the ball from 
| which hitting my horſe's ear, made 
him plunge with rage and indignatione 
In return, J diſcharged my piſtol at 
Tippoo, and ſhot off his turban, He 
had a ſmall field-piece mounted with 
| 7 "EY him 
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him on his elephant, which he then 


diſcharged at me, and the grape ſhot 


coming in a ſhower, rattled in the 


laurels that covered and ſhaded me 


all over, and remained pendant like 


berries on the branches. I then ad- 


vancing, took the proboſcis of his 


elephant, and turning it againſt the 


rider, ftruck him repeatedly with the 


extremity of it on either fide of the 


head, until I at length diſmounted 


him. 


Nothing could equal the rage 


of the barbarian finding himſelf thrown 


from his elephant. He roſe in a fit 


of deſpair, and ruſhed againſt my 
| ſeed and myſelf; But J ſcorned to 


fight 


- = — —ä——— 


= . 
— 
* ” * * A e* 
. . * - by * 
- 
* » 
* . * 
= ed — 
Ld * + * 
> * 4 
* — 
o ” * 6 — 
* S 2 f 
# £3 LIES * 
£ - 3 1 
* 
* = E 1 U 1 
* 
. »< 4 
$ v8 % 3 * 
PL — 
* a . 
* 
. "& © * 
- 
ry 4 
* 
. 
» © «% 
* * * 
N 
on -4 
: 
— « 
' : 
. - ve " 
F 1 . " 5 
* ** - 
_— x F 
Ll . Ws C's a OL * . ys 
* * * = 
* 
n a. £5 . 
* * 
* 
h * 6 
4 © * 8 * EET 4 * 
* . . 
- . 2 r 
* 1 
— A — 
* 8 a F 
: 
* I N of * - 
W - 
* * 7 * 4. 
* - 
* * * — 
* x 
* © * 
n 
. 9 4 
: 4 , ap» ao 4 gi 
- 3 
-” ot . OS > oh 
” * 
g is < =: * 
— o 
. - ä „ 
* 1 
* 3 . 1 
—— — hs - 
&& * 
5 4 * 
— » * 
* p 
" - 
- 8 A » 
% 
. * 
— < 
* 
ws 
« 
A © "oy SR; 
e . \ 
9 -% * » * 
* 2 - 
” $& 5 
J Þ 
* 0 * oy . . 
* 
b * 
* E 1 
* 
* - 
«>> 1 4 * 
4 - 
— 
. I . © 
4 * 
1 
- 
a * 
» 
- 
- 
% 


FR ” * f 3 * bs - . Rx ů * * - 2 , > 4 + — *. + ER — mn - 4 ** 8 r „ 1 
5 9 1 2 4 F OR 5 \ * * 7 2 We * Mis £35 _— 18 
* ** A 4 + WV +F * ** — * N <a . 8 ” 2 . 2 e 3 51 & dy wo oft eo: ta #44 64 
x; > r * 3 q 2 > ” - , og : n 
) 8 RRR ⏑ . Bore an off << Wyatt Ky bye 3 er 1 n e * 
be — K 3 * p 1 „ M: ” * , « * - y : 
* wwe. — ” . + . * Ci, 2 * * a «8 + "om, =o; of n. * ” * 5 nr E * zx * 
* 7 4 A 7 
s —— — T1 — d Ne. 12 „ nn Peg + + 2 . 
* : 4 4 1 he, p , 4 g A. 9 : 
8 . : > >>. 2: oft ro NM GR e 
* 9 * 
4 * F - x — ws — . Y Þ —  - % . was » 4 * 
* . - „* 7 
4 5 S * * . w , . 
7 — * 1 * , — - * * 
X » 2 — - * wh - — — r * — <; ＋ 1 + 
- N 2 . * - 1 Re = 3 , * 4 — . — - — * 5 ** a» . 114 
P 1 4 T * N 5 & 4 j : 
Ee > 14S | 5 2 . * 5 2 3 p 5 * . * & 37 
1 9 4 7 * , — ; : '8 — - * — 8 + 4 4 © * Is a * w * 
: % a * 8 : p * 0 
* wc * - 5 in 3x * . * . % . 22 - ” 
: 3 . 8 ef PSI. 1 
5 3 * 5 oy _ *, 
* «ac : * 
1 * — PEIOES 2 " > % otis 
Py — - * K * 232 
4 "x if Ny 46". 
__ M 12 Fi * » * 
% 9 - = 4 
* - * * a * ON - FE P 1 5 
: 3 2 , — I . 
Sar . | ra * SSN _ e _ TR a5 
* „ Gs ; * y , a * 4 a \ , . ” 
- 71 4 4 «4 4 - #- — * "© : EE * 1 & od . * 1 7 ** 3 
* 5 — . " od 
.. 4 4A * - * bo : Jar * 
P cad, * * 2 A p Ky a *-4 Sher 33 — — 5 . * 1 b 
1 - * "Ay > - . 5 * 4 tk . F 
2. ö a = — 1 % N 
. OT OO N 3 F4 4%. 1 * 8 
* * ws _—_ £ . . * ks A © 
4 . 1 4 * 1 
. - 
g E - 4 2 8 2 *** 172 
* > * — F Y 4 = 
r , N 1 fa. 4 5 « b 
* * * - 
» = 1 ws 
ny X 4 \ 
. 0 4 * * Fd * 4. * 4 « ws * _ 
- ; — p L4 * * 
2 . y&- « — ” 
- ? < Y 7 
* - - > > F 4 — 2 » 
= 4 — * 
— * * - . 
— * * * * 
2 5 5 2 * „ 
a * 5 . pa 
* . * 
*, © i 2 # 2 ET 
. A . 
5 1 * — , 4-3 1 
-. * & — 4 — * — 
* * * ” W — * —4 
3 Pa S ar ”% = 0 - ” 5 
> * o : ; 
.- * ? 4 * a Aw 
8 - * - 4 
. my * » * 
” — a = x , : 
. . 4 7 
4 . 5 
7 


" o 
- * _ x a> 
1 5 <7 .4 p * 
1 4 „ © © * 
* b De * 
— 
\ 5 
4 2 
< > > ia _ 7 
* 
of 

- * 
* * 7 
8 _ 

4 2 

* a 


- — — —— . — — — — 8 — E — = = 
—. — — — 5 = = — 5 
— — — 4 — — 8 _ | 
„„ _ — — - - 
— —— — 
—— 
= - 
— 
—— —— - 
= 
—— - 
— 2 _ - 
py um a — n 
— 
— 
— 
— — 
: — 
a — 
— ———— 


5 
Al 
* 
— 
9 


Q& 


He BARON Haste 


ny 


io 


il 


(+803. 1 
fight him at ſo great a diſadvantage on 
his fide, and directly diſmounted to 
fight him hand to hand. Never did 1 


fight with any man who bore himſelf 


more nobly than this adverſary: He 


parried my blows, and dealt home his 


own in return with aſtoniſhing preci- 


fion. The firſt blow of his fabre I 


received upon the bridge of my noſe ; 


and, but for the bony firmneſs of that 
part of my face, it would have de- 
ſcended to my mouth. I ſtill bear the 
mark upon my noſe. 

| He next made a furious blow at my 
head, but I parrying, deadened the 
force off his ſabre, ſo that I received 


but 


, 
OR 


L 24 1 
but one ſcar upon my forehead; and 
at the ſame inſtant, by a blow of my 
ſword, cut off his arm, and his hand 
| and ſabre fell to the earth: He tot- 
tered for ſome paces, and dropped at 
the foot of his elephant, That ſagacious 


5 animal, ſeeing the danger of his maſter, 
endeavoured to protect him by flou- 


riſhing his proboſcis around the head 


of the Sultan. | 
Fearleſs I advanced againſt the 


elephant, deſirous to take alive the 
| haughty Tippoo Saib: But he drew 
a piſtol from his belt and diſcharg- 
[| ed it full in my face as 1 ruſhed 
Il  vpon him, which did me no farther 

? harm 
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harm than wound my cheek bone, 
which disfigures me ſomewhat under 
my left eye. I could not withſtand 
the rage and impulſe of that moment, 
and with one blow of my ſword ſepa- 
rated his head from his body. 

; I returned over land from India 
to Europe with admirable velocity ; 
ſo that the account of Tippoo's de- 
feat by me has not as yet arrived 
by the ordinary paſſage nor can you 
expect to hear of it for a conſiderable 
time. I ſimply relate the encounter as 
it happened between the Sultan and 
me; and if there be any one who 
doubts the truth of what I fay, he is 


. 
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an infidel, and I will fight him at any 
time and place, and with any weapon : 
he pleaſes. 

Hearing ſo many perſons talk about 
raiſing the Royal-George, I began to 
take pity on that fine old ruin of Britiſh 
Plank, and determined to have her up. 
J was ſenſible of the failure of the 
various means hitherto employed for 
the purpoſe, and therefore inclined to 
try a method different from any before 
attempted, I got an immenſe balloon 
made of the tougheſt ſail cloth; and 
having deſcended in my diving bell, 
and properly ſecured the hull with 
enormous cables, I aſcended to the 
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ſurface and faſtened my cables to the 


balloon. Prodigious multitudes were 


aſſembled to behold the elevation of 
the Royal-George; and as ſoon as I 
began to fill my balloon with inflam- 
mable air, the veſſel evidently began 
to move: But when my balloon was 
completely filled, ſhe carried up the 
Royal George with the greateſt rapi- 
dity. The veſſel appearing on the ſur- 
face occaſioned an univerſal ſhout of 
triumph from the millons aſſembled 
on the occaſion. Still the balloon 


continued aſcending, trailing the hull 


after her like a lantern at the tail of 


a kite, 
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a kite, and in a few minutes appeared 


floating among the clouds. 

It was then the opinion of many 
philoſophers, that it would be more 
difficult to get her down than it had 
been to draw her up. But I convinced 
them to the contrary, by taking my 
aim ſo exactly with a twelve pounder, 
that I brought her down in an inſtant, 

J conſidered, that if 1 ſhould break 
the balloon with a cannon ball while 
ſhe remained with the veſſel over the 
land, the fall would inevitably occa- 
ſion the deſtruction of the hull, and 
which, in its fall, might cruſh ſome 


of the multitude ; Therefore I thought 
it 


. 229 J 
it ſafer to take my aim when the bal- 
loon was over the ſea, and pointing 
my twelve pounder, drove the ball 
right through the balloon ; on which 
the inflammable air ruſhed out with 
oreat force, and the Royal George 
| defcended like a falling ſtar into the 
very ſpot from whence ſhe had been 
taken, There ſhe ſtill na and 
I have convinced all Europe of the 


poſſibility of taking her up. 


Vor. II. U CHAPTER 


CHAPTER XIV. 


The Baron makes a ſpeech to the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, and drives out all 
the members. Routs the fiſhrwomen and 
the National Guards. —Purſues the 
whole route into a church, where he 
defeats the National Aſembæy, Sc. 
with Rouſſeau, Voltaire, and Belze- 
bub at their head, and liberates Ma- 
rie Antoinette and the Royal Fa- 
mily. | 


ASSING through Switzerland, on 
my return from India, I was in- 
formed that ſeveral of the German 
nobility 


ISP; t e n a 
r 


— * 


* 
I . % *. B „ Wl 

| ky Baa TA. 45 S i fl i 
| | *, Fx ty, IS * 8 (- £ | 

* 11:54: 0 AN SE 8 1 . 0 bg 
| :3'\..; * E chi | | 5 

1 N \ 4 * ” 2 * a i! j | 

\ [LAY 4s (| 
o \ 


Ni 
7. 


6 — 
— 


— 22 


WA 
 ————. Wa { 
——— => LY wr 400 0 


© * 
SQ SS Wall 1 


— 

— 

— — — 
— 


FOR 
— — 


775 i N "1 U 
14 j . Vi 
| }' 
| H4 MW „16 
. » * . wy 449/04, | 
N Rf ' * 77777.“ (| a 
; = 70 427 | 490 | 
A = _ _ ' * þ * 45 - = = f (| 
| A . — — = * PE LY E. — as \ 
| 1 i — * — 4 g 72 | 
* LEY —— - Tn 
* * 9 — Fg 5 _— - =" - 2 2 . 
| = a . oy an a = - * ts 2 == 5 N I's 
' = a *© o 2.4 = ig. l — Lol =_y - 
| | C — eg 
* ba > >. — p . = by Ss 72 * — =_ 
— . kr" * 2 — — ws l * 
14 = n FR 
' — 2 1 -# - ow | 
| i - —_— | | l 
! 
17 1 
[ 
14 4 . | 
: 1 "ol of | if 
1 Mi; N | | | 
| | 1.0 WA 


70 0 
1 90 Wl 17 


* 


* VINE 


[ 
! 
i) 
\ (RR 
0M 
. = 
1 50 | 
| ! | [ 
1 
| „ 


o - ba ' mr : 4 


4 *! nn = 


[ a oo = 


1 1 


head. 


it 


FCeorge al. 17 


ova 


= 


on 
= 
—_— 


Jetta 


ba, 


by 


— 


”, o 
1 
1 a 


_ 


0 1 f : 
yy I | " th; 3 Wi 


"in "4. = 
ie val WO 


1 


ARONS 


Tas 


C 


* ff 


= 


nobility had been deprived of the ho- 


nours and immunities of their French 
eſtates, I heard of the ſufferings of 
the amiable Marie Antoinette, and 
ſwore to avenge every look that had 
threatened her with inſult, I went to 
the cavern of theſe Anthropophagi, 
aſſembled to debate, and gracefully 
putting the hilt of my ſword to my 
lips, 1 ſwear, cried I, by the ſacred 
croſs of my ſword, that if you do not 
inſtantly reinſtate your king and his 
| nobility, and your injured Queen, I 

will cut the one half of you to pieces. 
On which the Preſident, taking up a 
leaden ink-ſtand, flung it at my head. 
vz I ſtooped 
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I ſtooped to avoid the blow, and ruſh- 
ing to the tribunal, ſeized the Speaker, 
who was fulminating againſt the Ari- 
ſtocrates; and taking the creature by 
one leg, flung him at the Preſident. 
I laid about me moſt nobly, drove 
them all out of the houſe, and locking 
the doors, put the key in my pocket. 
I then went to the poor king, and 


making my obeiſance to him Sire, 


ſaid I, your enemies have all fled; I 
alone am the National Aſſembly at 
preſent; and I ſhall regiſter your edits. 
to recall the princes and the nobility 
and in future, if your Majeſty pleaſes 
1 will be your Parliament and Council. 

He 
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He thanked me, and the amiable 
Marie Antoinette, ſmiling, gave me 
her hand to kiſs. 
At that moment I perceived a party 
of the National Aſſembly, who had ral- 
lied with the National Guards, and a 


vaſt proceſſion of fiſh-women, advanc- 
ing againſt me. I depoſited their Ma- 
jeſties in a place of ſafety, and with 


Wt _ 
a> 


my drawn ſword advanced againſt my 
foes. Three hundred fiſh- omen, 
with buſhes dreſſed with ribbons in 
their hands, came hallooing and roar- 
ing againft me like fo. many furies. I 
ſcorned to defile my fword with their 
blood, but ſcized the firlt that came 
U 3 up, 
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up, and making her Rneel down, 
knighted her with my ſword; which 
ſo terrified the reſt, that they all ſet 
up a frightful yell, and ran away as 
faſt as they could for fear of _ 
ariſtocrated by knighthood. 
As to the National Guards, and the 
reſt of the aſſembly, I. ſoon put them 
to flight: and having made priſoners 
of ſome of them, compelled them to 
take down their national, and put the 
old royal cockade in its place. 

1 then purſued the enemy to the top 
of a hill, where a moſt noble edifice 
dazzled my fight; noble and ſacred it 
. was, but now converted to the vileſt 
purpoſes, 


25] 
' Purpoſes, their monument de grands 
hommes, a Chriſtian church that theſe 
Saracens had perverted into abomina- 
tion. I burſt open the doors, and en- 
tered ſword in hand. Here I obſerved 
alt the National Aſſembly marching. 
round a great altar erected to Voltaire ; 
there was his ſtatue in triumph, and 
the fiſnhwomen with garlands decking 
it, and ſinging Ca Ira | 1 could bear 
the Gight no longer; but ruſhed upon 
theſe pagans, and ſacrificed them by 
dozens on the ſpot. The members of 
the Aſſembly, and the fihwomen, con- 
tinued to invoke their great Voltaire, 
and all their maſters in this monument 
de 
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de grands hommes, imploring them, to 


come down and ſuccour them againſt 
the Ariſtocrates and the ſword of 
Munchauſen. Their cries were horri- 
ble, like the ſhrieks of witches and en- 
chanters verſed in magic and the black 
art; while the thunder growled, and 
ftorms ſhook the battlements, and 
| Rouſſeau, Voltaire, and Belzebub ap- 
peared, three horrible ſpectres; one 
all meagre, mere ſkin and bone, and 


cadaverous, ſeemed death, that hideous 
ſkeleton 4 it Was Voltaire, and in his 
hands were a lyre and a dagger, —On_ 
the other ſide was Rouſleau, with a 
chalice of ſweet poiſon in his hand; 
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and between them was their father, 
Belzebub! 

I ſhuddered at the ſight; and with 
all the enthuſiaſm of rage, horror, and 
piety, ruſned in among them. I ſeized 
that curſed ſkeleton Voltaire, and ſoop 
compelled him to renounce all the er- 
rors he had advanced; and while he 
| ſpoke the words, as if by magic charm, 
the whole Aſſembly ſhrieked, and 
their pandemonium began to tumble 
in hideous ruin on their heads, 

I returned in triumph to the palace, 
where the Queen ruſhed into my arms, 
weeping tenderly, Ah, thou flower of 


nobility, cried ſhe, were all the nobles 


of 


1 

of " "on like thee, we ſhould never 
have been brought to this! 

I bade the lovely creature dry her 
eyes, and with the King and Dauphin 
aſcend my carriage, and drive poſt to 
Mont-Medi, as not an inſtant was to 
be loſt. They took my advice, and 
drove away. I conveyed them within 
4 few miles of Mont-Medi; when the 
King thanking me for my aſſiſtance, 
hoped I would not trouble myſelf any 
farther, as he was then, he preſumed, 
out of danger: and the Queen alſo, 
with tears in her eyes, thanked me on 
her knees, and preſented the Dauphin 
ber my bleſſing. In — I left the 
king 
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king eating a mutton chop. I adviſed 
him not to delay, or he would certainly 
be taken; and ſetting ſpurs to my 
horſe, wiſhed them a good evening, 


and returned to England. If the King 


remained too long at table, and was 


taken, it was not my fault. 


THE END. 


